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Ohio Revised Code
Section 1503.18 Kindled fires.

Effective: September 14, 2016
Legislation: Senate Bill 293 - 131st General Assembly

(A) No person shall kindle a fire upon public land without the written permission of the forest-
fire warden having jurisdiction or on land of another without the written permission of the
owner or the owner's agent.

(B) No person shall kindle or authorize another to kindle a fire in or near any woodland,
brushland, or land containing tree growth or in any place from which the fire is likely to escape
unless all leaves, grass, wood, and inflammable material surrounding the place where the fire
is kindled have first been removed to a safe distance and all other reasonable precautions
have been taken to prevent its escape from control. No fire shall be left until extinguished or
safely covered.

(C) Excepting fires kindled in a plowed field, garden, or public highway at a distance of not
less than two hundred feet from any woodland, brushland, or field containing dry grass or
other inflammable material, no person shall kindle or authorize another to kindle a fire in the
open air, outside the limits of any municipal corporation or land controlled by any railroad
company, for the purpose of burning wood, brush, weeds, grass, or rubbish of any kind
between the hours of six a.m. and six p.m. during the months of March, April, May, October,
and November in any year. The chief of the division of forestry may adopt rules in accordance
with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to expand the times and places for kindling fires for
any affected persons.

(D) The times and places for kindling fires established under division (C) of this section may
be restricted or eliminated by executive order of the governor if environmental conditions so
warrant.

(E) Fires kindled by improperly disposing of a lighted match, cigar, or other burning or glowing
substance are kindled fires within the meaning of this section.
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4/22/26, 11:58 AM Open Burning Regulations | Ohio Department of Natural Resources

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS

Individuals that choose to conduct open burning in Ohio should be aware of rules and
regulations that may affect them. Following are several regulatory items to consider:

» Ohio Revised Code 1503.18 prohibits most open burning in unincorporated areas in March,

April, May, October, and November between 6am and 6pm. Open burning during these times
may be permissible if conditions outlined in the exclusionary text are met. This code is under
authority of the Ohio Division of Forestry.

» The Ohio EPA has authority regarding open burning under Ohio Administrative Code.
Check OhioEPA website for details.

» Local governments or fire departments may have local burn rules established. It is good

practice to check with these local entities prior to conducting open burns.
» Individuals may be held liable for damages caused as a result of a fire that they kindle.

» Consider disposing of yard waste through alternative methods, such as composting.

https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/safety-conservation/about-ODNR/forestry/fire-management-program/open-burn-laws
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