FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEE
CATHY SHINABERRY

Veterans Recognition:
As our nation
prepares to celebrate T g
| its semiquincentennial (250th anmversary
of the signing of the Declaration of Independence), Blendon

Township is getting ready to honor this milestone. With
support from an America250-Ohio grant, we will be doing
several veteran recognition and township history events.

All veterans and their families, along with the
community, are invited to our Veterans Day service, where we
will be recognizing all veterans, including some of our
township’s founding settlers. This service is a chance for our
community to come together and show gratitude for the
sacrifices of our veterans. We hope you'll join us in honoring
them.

Veterans Day Service: November 11, 6:30 p.m.
3607 Dempsey Rd (Faith Covenant Church)

Earlier this year, | started a Blendon Township
Veterans Database. If you're a veteran and would like to be
added (and receive special updates), please email
cshinaberry@blendontwp.org or call the township
(614-882-1270). Two of our elementary schools will also hold
Veterans Day assemblies, while also remembering the
Revolutionary War Veterans and early settlers who shaped
our township.

Township History:

In August, | had the honor of meeting 15th, 16th, and
17th generation members of the Phelps-Wagner family. Their
ancestor, Edward Phelps, Sr., a Revolutionary War veteran
and one of Blendon’s two pioneer founders, is buried in our
Central Cemetery. The musket on display in our Senior Center
once belonged to him and was generously gifted to the
township by his family.

Looking ahead, I'll be sharing more of Blendon’s story
with our community. Local third and fourth graders will
receive a special history lesson about the township, and in
early 2026 I'll give presentations for the Blendon Senior
Center and the community. Details will be announced as the
dates approach. We’d love for you to take part in celebrating
our history together.

Phelps family descendants with Trustee Cathy Shinaberry

2026 CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST

Submit your best photos of Blendon Township,
whether of parks, events, businesses, or special moments,
for a chance to be featured in the 2026 calendar and win
prizes.

Photos must be taken within Blendon Township,
each person may submit up to 8 entries, and submissions
must include your name and address. Send your photos by
October 1st to Jheichel@blendontwp.org.

Below are two of the beautiful images chosen for our 2025
calendar, submitted by Blendon Townshlp reS|dents|

CALLING ALL VETERANS
— * * * —

If you are not already on our Blendon
Township Veterans database, please
call the office (614-882-1270) or
email Trustee Shinaberry
(eshinaberry@blendontwp.org)
We want to make sure you receive
updates and invitations to
our Veteran events.

ok ko k

Veterans Day Service
Nov. 11 6:30 p.m.
3607 Dempsey Rd. (Faith Covenant Church)

b

Photo taken byjLuisiGutierrezZiRidgewood|Park:

Administrative (6174)1882:1270Mwww!Blendontwp¥erg




w2 L e SRR B  E

FROM THE DESK OF CATHY SHINABERRY, TRUSTEE

Pl Seolly,

Our Zoning Department runs smoothly thanks to
Zoning Director Eric Moore and Code Enforcement Officer
Jeff Tutorow. The two share an office and often back each
other up—lJeff helps with zoning when needed, and Eric
lends a hand with code compliance.

Jeff keeps busy both in and out of the
office. He enjoys reading, traveling
(especially abroad), the Ohio Renaissance
Festival, and is a fan of the Cleveland Browns,
Atlanta Falcons, Lord of the Rings, and Star Wars.

On the job, Jeff helps residents stay in compliance with
township codes to keep our community safe and looking its
best; he says the toughest part can be working with those
upset about violations. His day often includes responding to
code-related emails, checking properties after complaints,
logging findings, and assisting with zoning.

Eric has served Blendon Township for 26 years and
recently stepped into the role of Zoning Director. His work
involves research, maintaining tracking logs,
cloud permits, and zoning meetings. An
unusual past moment includes field dressing
an ostrich so its meat and hide could be
preserved! Outside of work, Eric enjoys time with his new
granddaughter, yard work, small home projects, beach trips
to the Carolinas, and caring for his two 20-year-old
Night-Blooming Cereus cacti. He says Blendon Township is a
great place to live with its convenient location and no city
tax.

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEE JAN HEICHEL

After much thought and
consideration, | have decided not to seek
re-election as a Blendon Township Trustee.
It has been an honor and privilege to serve
this community for the past 16 years.
| am deeply grateful for the trust you have
placed in me and for the many friendships
and relationships | have built along the way.
Although | will not be continuing in this role, | am not
going anywhere. Blendon Township will always be my home,
and | remain committed to our community. As always, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to me.

With gratitude, Jan Heichel.

FROM THE DESK OF POLICE CHIEF, JOHN BELFORD
POLICE LEVY: NOV. 4TH, 2025
The Blendon Township Police
Department is funded by tax levies.
Our operating expenses do not come
out of the Township General Fund.
We strive every day to provide the
best police service we can at the
lowest possible cost. From
management down to the individual
officer, we watch every dollar to eliminate waste and
maximize output because we know it’s your money. We
know that we only serve as your police department as long
as our residents feel that we continue to provide a
professional service... at a good value.

Six years ago, when we went to the voters for the
last levy, our Fiscal Officer at the time told us that it would
cover expenses for about five years. The time has come to
ask our residents for additional funds to continue the same
level of service. The levy will go to the voters again on
November 4th. Issue 34 is a 4.48 mil Police Levy that,
if passed, will increase the yearly amount collected by
$157.00 per $100,000 of property valuation. For a $200,000
home that works out to an increase of about 88 cents a day.

A recent independent staffing study determined that
our department needed four more officers to be properly
staffed. Along with health care, and the rising cost of fuel,
repair parts, technology services, and just about everything,
we will need more than we needed 6 years ago to provide
the same level of service and to properly staff the
department. Conversely, the Fiscal Officer has told the board
that without the additional levy funds, that the police
department will need to be downsized by four officers. The
decision to put a levy on the ballot is not made by the Chief
of Police. | make recommendations to the Board of
Trustees. It is the Board that decides if a levy is needed or
not. Your elected officials have put a levy on the ballot. They
are asking our residents to make this critical funding
decision.

If you have any questions about
the levy, or about our police department
in general, | can be reached at
telephone (614) 882-8500 or by email at
jbelford@blendontwp.org.
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FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEE DELENA CIAMACCO

Blendon Beautiful Initiative update:

So far since the inception of this
initiative in December of 2024 we have
accomplished the following:

Cleveland Heights Area: Our efforts resulted in a noticeable
improvement in the amount of trash removed along the right-
of-way, streets, alleyways and Township owned areas. As we
continue our clean-up efforts in this area and work with
property owners, we expect further improvement.

Huber Ridge Area: Ridgewood Park

Glengary Heights/Glengary Plaza: We spoke with the
landlord at Glengary and he did clean up the Glengary
Common area at Brazzaville per our request. They are
committed to monthly visits there and continue clean-up of
that area.

Sunbury Woods:

- The Sunbury Woods Commons (park area)

- The area near the cell tower behind McDonalds. We had
the owner not only clean that up, but mow & weed whack
this area

-The Car Wash on Executive Parkway has continued their
clean-up efforts, repaired their roof and got their bay
operational once more.

Outlying Areas: State Route 161 exit ramps to Route 3 are
being littered with trash and other debris. We worked with
the ODOT to clean that area and got it done within 3 days.
Community clean-ups help enhance the environment and
foster a sense of pride, unity, and responsibility among
residents toward their neighborhoods. These projects are
essential for creating a cleaner, safer, and more attractive
community for everyone to enjoy. We will continue to move
this initiative through all areas of our township in most need
and hope to gain support and participation from our residents.
We, along with our Franklin County Partners, will continue
this initiative for as long as possible. This joint effort with the
Franklin County Municipal court is not costing the township
anything!

BEFORE

In addition, Our Township crew continues to clean our
parks and other common areas owned by the township on a
daily basis. Although we cannot enter private property, if you
notice an area of our township that needs attention, please
continue to contact either me, Pat Myers or both of us.

Sustainable Blendon Township:
ol In an attempt to become more sustainable,

' eco-friendly and biodiverse | have been in
* discussions with numerous professionals, experts
and other townships and cities about what they have done
to become more sustainable. We are trying to learn as much
as possible to ensure the ordinances we establish will be fair
to all residents. For the past 1.5 years, | personally have been
attempting to create my own butterfly, pollinator and wildlife
habitat so this topic has become near and dear to me.

Much of the conflict comes down to perceptions and
expectations. What is one person’s flower garden is another’s
weed patch. Our goal has always been to create policy that
allows for natural gardening while at the same time
respecting those who do not wish to participate.

We had some passionate and constructive feedback
on the initial draft we presented to the township. As a result,
we decided to table this initiative until we can do more
research and consider many of the comments provided at the
public hearing. In the meantime, | continue to contact experts
in these fields and research grants. We were able to locate
some links in regards to natural, native and bio-diverse
gardening and have created a tab for them on our township
website.

| remain optimistic that we will come up with a
solution that is equitable to all of our residents. Our township
has been commended by many of the experts for attempting
to create this balance.

High utility bills (rising costs) and Aqua water rates:
SOPEC (utility aggregator)

is in full effect in Blendon Township. SO PEC M

Hopefully you are noticing cost
savings. We are an “Opt-out”

program like many other townships such as Genoa and
Orange Townships. If you are not interested in the cost savings
or being in an aggregation you can simply “opt-out”. SOPEC
said they are happy to answer any questions our residents
may have. Their website is: www.sopec-oh.gov/vote-blendon
Aqua water bills: If your water bills are over $75/month,
please continue to send me as many bills as possible along
with a hardship letter. | still do not have enough of them to
take the next step.
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2025 SUMMER CONCERT SERIES AND CAR SHOW

FROM THE DESK OF TRUSTEE
DELENA CIAMACCO

Concert Series Update:

This year we moved our concert series to 3 different
locations in our township and it was a great success! We had
our first concert in Minerva Park, our second concert in
Sunbury Woods and the last concert in Ridgewood Park. We
hope to continue this in the future. Dispersing our concert
series to various locations in our township not only makes us
much more inclusive but also invites and encourages our
residents to explore some of the other communities located
within Blendon Township.

Thank you to all who joined us, and a special
shoutout to our staff, volunteers, and sponsors, who made
each event a success. We look forward to seeing you next
summer!

2025 Sponsors:

AQUA WATER
BLUE TECHNOLOGIES

BROSIUS, JOHNSON & GRIGGS, LLC
DARDEN MEMORIALS
GLENGARY CARRYOUT
JEFF BEARD CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
LARRY B’S SPORTS LOUNGE

Stop Bullying!:

Ohio has a strict anti-bullying law so if you feel you are
the victim of bullying, they encourage you to report it. Go to
stopbullying.gov for details on how and where to report.

stopbullying.gov

My goals for 2025 and into 2026:

- Continue to work with our residents on issues they are
having.

- Continue to work on updating our zoning codes

- Continue to work with our township employees on
creating manuals and standard operating procedures for
each job description.

- Researching ideas and ways to get more grants for the
township

- Continue to drive on every street and through every
neighborhood in our township and establish where our
clean-up efforts will be most beneficial.

- Aqua Water fight is still in full force BUT | Need your help!!

June Concert - Minerva Park
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SHRED HUNGER

vember 8,10 am - 1pm

The Blendon Trustees are proud to partner with the Franklin County Auditor's
office, the Ohio EPA, and 5tar House to host a combined household needs drive,
documaent shredding, ond e-recycling event in Blendon Township.
Residents can bring decuments, CDs, and DVDs to be shredded on site. They
may ales drop off slectronics for recyeling. Rosldents are sncouraged to

donate househaold goods to support the Star House, which supports h I
youth throwghout Gentral Ohbo. For more information, call 614-525-3663, or
viskt www.frankiincountyouditer.com, or www.blendon.twp.org

-y
Donations benefit  #w Star House
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS

In person @ 6330 Hempstead Rd, 6:30 pm

(Wednesday’s unless otherwise noted)

or live-streamed at YouTube.com/@blendontownship

There is also access to our homepage at www.blendontwp.org.

September 24th
October 8th, 22nd
November 5th, 19th
December 3rd, 17th

Coffee with a Cop
Wednesday, October 1st, 7:30am to 8:30am

Fall Community Clean Up

Friday, October 3rd, 7:00 am to 3:00 pm
Saturday, October 4th, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
(Document Shredding 10 am to 2 pm)
Sunday, Oct 5th, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Blendon Complex, 6330 Hempstead Road
(See page 6 for more info)

Hazardous Waste Collection

Saturday, October 4th, 8 am to 2 pm

Westerville Public Service Complex (350 Park Meadow Rd.)
Enter via Park Meadow Road from Schrock Road. Questions:
(614) 901-6740 or publicservice@westerville.org.

Blendon/Westerville Fire Open House
Sunday, October 5th, 1 pm to 4 pm. Station 111: 400 W. Main St.

Columbus Day
Monday, October 13th, Blendon Twp. Offices Closed.

Beggars Night
Thursday, October 30th, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Election Day
Tuesday, November 4th
Polls open 6:30 am to 7:30 pm

SHRED HUNGER

Blendon Trustees are joining in with the Franklin County

Auditor’s office for a second FREE Document Shredding &
Electronics Disposal Day! Blendon Complex, 6330 South Hempstead
Road Saturday, November 8th, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

See flyer on page 4 for more information.

Veterans Day
Tuesday, November 11th, Blendon Twp. Offices Closed.

Veterans Day Service

Tuesday, November 11th, 6:30 pm

Faith Covenant Church, 3607 Dempsey Rd.

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, November 27th, Blendon Twp. Offices Closed.
Free Breakfast with Santa

Saturday December 6th, 9:00 am to 11:00 am

(See page 7 for more info) Reservations appreciated, but not
required: 614-882-1260

Christmas Day
Thursday, December 25th, Blendon Twp. Offices Closed.

COFFEE -
WITH A COP & /5

MNational Coffee with a Cop Day brings police officers and the community
mambers they serve together-over coffee—to discuss issues and learn
more about each other. It is dedicated to encouraging communication and
positive Interactions between law enforcement agencies and the public,
Meet and talk with our peace officers at the Hoover Reservoir parking lot
near the dam on Sunbury Road.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1st
7:30AM - 8:30AM
HOOVER RESERVOIR

BLENDON TOWNSHIP’S SERVICE DEPARTMENT IS
READY FOR WINTER!

When the snow begins to fall, our crews will be out
day and night working hard to keep the roads safe and clear.
You can help, too! If the snowfall is heavy enough for
plowing, please park in your driveway whenever possible. If
you don’t have enough :
driveway space and you see
our trucks coming down your
street, consider pulling your
car around the block for a few
minutes so the crew can clear
your parking spot. And remember, when Franklin County
declares a snow emergency, parking on the streets is
prohibited.

RIDGEWOOD PARK MEMORIAL GARDEN
ENGRAVED MEMORIAL BRICKS ARE AVAILABLE
Honor a loved one in the Memorial Garden at
Ridgewood Park, replanted in memory of Jane Juergens along
the peaceful Spring Run Creek. Engraved bricks are available
for $125.00, including engraving and placement. This is a
lasting tribute for a loved one, friend, or special
occasion.
Order: Forms at www.blendontwp.org>Government
tab>Departments>Blendon Central Cemetery>Memorial
Brick Application or s ;
pick up a form at the
Administrative Building,
6350 S. Hempstead
Road.

v r e e
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FALL COMMUNITY CLEAN UP

October 3rd-5th is our annual fall clean-up
weekend. Dumpsters will be available for large trash items,
and tires can be brought for recycling. Shredding will also be
available Saturday, Oct. 4th. We will not be accepting
medications. Electronic drop off is available 24/7 behind the
Senior Center

All is free, but donations will be accepted and are
appreciated. Location is the township complex behind the
Service Building: 6360 S. Hempstead Road

Friday, October 3rd:
Free Dumpster use and Tire Disposal from 7 am - 3 pm

Saturday, October 4th:
Free Dumpster use and Tire Disposal from 8 am-5 pm.
Free Document Shredding from 10 am - 2 pm

Sunday, October 5th:

Free Dumpster use and Tire Disposal from 8 am -5 pm
Please visit www.blendontwp.org for acceptable and

unacceptable materials/items.

A FRIENDLY LEAF REMINDER

As the leaves start to fall, just a quick reminder that
Blendon Township does not offer curbside leaf collection. We
kindly ask that you don’t rake leaves into the street or curb.
That can block storm drains and cause extra problems for
everyone.

The good news is Rumpke makes disposal easy! You
can set your leaves out on your regular trash day by using:
¢ A trash can marked “YARD WASTE”, or
e Paper yard waste bags
Thanks for helping keep our neighborhood looking great and
our storm drains clear!

CEMETERY UPDATES

Please visit our website to read our full rules and
regulations to ensure you are in compliance with decoration
and removal deadlines. We also have paper copies available
at the cemetery office. Keep an eye out for signs in the
cemetery, which will indicate deadlines as well. If you have
any items that are not permitted, they will be removed by
our cemetery staff. The cemetery is not responsible for
vandalism, theft, or damage. Cemetery staff will dispose of
any items deemed necessary.

If you have any questions or concerns, please let us
know. You can reach the office at 614-882-1270 or
cemetery@blendontwp.org.

HAVE YOU JOINED BLENDON TOWNSHIP’S EMAIL
NOTIFICATION SYSTEM?

In today’s world of social media, misinformation
spreads quickly. To counter this, we are committed to
providing accurate and up-to-date information, striving to
be your primary source for township news.

It is easier now more than ever
to stay informed about Blendon Twp.
happenings. We're thrilled to introduce
our feature for Township news,
notifications, and other updates —
all delivered to your inbox. Stay
connected with Blendon Township and be the first to know
about the latest updates in our community. Neither the list
nor the information will be sold, give, or shared with anyone.

For your convenience, you can sign up in two ways:
e Scan the QR Code above

e  Or visit www.blendontwp.org> Contact Us > Register for
Blendon Township Email Notifications

KEEP STORM DRAINS CLEAN!

Storm drains do an important job by carrying
rainwater away from our homes and streets into local ditches
and waterways. Unlike the drains inside your house, though,
this water isn’t treated before it flows into our streams,
rivers, and lakes. That means anything going into a storm
drain like leaves, chemicals, trash, or yard debris all ends up
in the environment we all share.

Remember: the only thing that should go down a
storm drain is rainwater!

Trustees Cathy Shinaberry and DeLena Ciamacco volunteered for
Franklin County Soil and Water labeling storm drains to educate
residents about the importance of not dumping into the drains.
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2025 BLEND LOOMS WINNERS -— o A A A A A a a -

We want to thank everyone who participated in the
2025 Blendon Blooms contest! The Trustees appreciate
everyone’s dedication to make Blendon Township beautiful.

CONGRATS TO OUR 2025 WINNERS:
BEST FLOWERING LANDSCAPE
Trish Shanks

BEST CONTAINER GARDEN
Gordon & Kat Bethwaite

BEST PERENNIAL GARDEN
Paris Arman

BEST OVERALL LANDSCAPE
Trish Shanks

GORDON & KAT BETHWAITE

FREE BREAKFAST WITH

SANTA!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025, 9:00 A.M. TO
11:00 A.M. AT 6330 HEMPSTEAD ROAD
WESTERVILLE, OH 43081

You are invited to the very popular Breakfast with Santa! Children
accompanied by their parents and/or grandparents are invited to a FREE
pancake breakfast with sausage, orange juice, and coffee.
Children will get to visit with Santa and receive a special treat.
Register today by calling the Blendon Senior Center.

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUESTED i 3
CALL TO RESERVE: (614) 882-1260
FREE WITH RESERVATION 3
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME “'i__*h____ -

T A A AT A A A A A

ANNEXATION SUMMARY

In March 2025, the City of Columbus annexed a
parcel of 988.81 acres, which includes a large portion of
the Hoover Reservoir and a small portion of parkland at the
southern end of the parcel. This land was already owned
by the City of Columbus and generated no tax revenue for
Blendon Township. No residential properties were included,
and no Township tax revenue was lost as a result of this
annexation.

Since that time, we have received questions
regarding potential future annexations in Blendon
Township. To provide clarity:
* On June 22, 2021, the Blendon Township Trustees entered
into an Annexation Agreement with the City of Columbus.
e This agreement outlines the process for any future
annexations.
e The agreement is valid for 10 years and renews in 5-year
increments.
¢ Importantly, any annexation request must be initiated by
the property owner—it cannot be initiated by the City or the
Township.

If you have any questions regarding annexation,
please contact the Township offices at 614-882-1270.
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‘ENDON TOWNSHIP

Trustees:

PRESORTED
Cathy Shinaberry, Chair FIRST CLASS MAIL
Cshinaberry@blendontwp.org US POSTAGE PAID
(614) 813-0100 COLUMBUS, OH
Jan Heichel, Vice-Chair PERMIT #1581

Jheichel@blendontwp.org
(614) 813-6315

Delena Ciamacco, Trustee
Dciamacco@blendontwp.org
(614) 813-4879

Fiscal Officer:

Joann Bury
Jbury@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Administrator:

Pat Myers
Pmyers@blendontwp.org
(614) 671-5068

Service Director:

Matt Newman

6350 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
Mnewman@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-2673

Zoning Department:
Eric Moore
Emoore@blendontwp.org
(740) 816-7229

Code Enforcement:

Jeff Tutorow
Jtutorow@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Administrative Assistant & Cemetery Office:

6350 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
contactus@blendontwp.org
cemetery@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270/(614) 882-2215

Police Department:

John Belford, Police Chief
6340 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
Jbelford@blendontwp.org
Non-Emergency Dispatch
(614) 889-9494

Office (614) 882-8500

Senior Center:

Valerie Shaw, Director

6330 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
Vshaw@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1260

Fire Department:

Brian Miller, Fire Chief
Brian.miller@westerville.org
Emergency 911

Office (614) 901-6600

Other Important Phone Numbers:
American Electric Power
(800) 277-2177

Aqua Ohio Inc.
(877) 987-2782 or (614) 882-6586

Columbia Gas Company
(800) 344-4077 customer service/emergency
(including gas odor emergency)

Del Co Water
(740) 548-7746
delcowater.org

Environmental Crimes Task Force of Central OH

(614) 871-5322 or www.itsacrime.org for reporting

illegal dumping of paint, oil, or other solid waste into a stream,
storm drain or any other body of water.

Franklin County Building Permits
(614) 525-3166

Franklin County Public Health:

For public health inquiries (614) 525-3160

For reporting failing Sewage Systems polluting the ground
surface or draining into waterways,

(614)525-4787 or http://myfcph.org/npdes

Report Emergency Spills:

Ohio EPA 24-Hour Hot line (800) 282-9378

Report any other water pollution to Franklin Soil &
Water Conservation District (614) 486-9613

Rumpke Waste Removal
(800) 828-8171 or (888) 786-7531
Email service concerns to: Refuse@blendontwp.org

SWACO

Permanent Household Hazardous Waste Center:
645 E. 8th Avenue Columbus, OH (614) 871-5100
WWW.SWaco.org
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