RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Minutes of Blendon Township Board of Trustees e Meeting

S Special Meeting

DAYTON LEGAL BLANK, INC., FORM NO. 10148

Held August 6 0 25

| The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM. [

Pledge of Allegiance

Present

Trustee Heichel, Trustee Shinaberry, and Trustee Ciamacco. |
Also, in attendance were Pat Myers, Township Administrator; Eric Moore, Zoning Director; Jeff Tutorow, Code Compliance; and Julie |
Donnan, Law Director.

Limited Home Rule Resolution First Reading

Trustee Comment— Trustee Ciamacco gave the following statement: In an attempt for our Township to become more sustainable,
eco-friendly, and biodiverse. In 2024, Adam Sears (our former Township zoning & code compliance officer) and I began discussions

with numerous professionals, experts, other townships, villages, and cities about what they have done to become more sustainable and

how to address sustainability, native, and biodiverse growth within a residential community. We called this initiative *“Sustainable

Blendon Township® and have been discussing it at many of our meetings over the past 12 months. The goal is to ensure the policy we
establish will be fair to all residents.

This initiative began with a number of complaints about a home in our Township in 2024. When Adam visited the home, he realized the

| homeowner was not trying to intentionally neglect their yard, but was interested in sustainability. He had not encountered this before,

so he asked me to join him there for a visit. After an in-depth tour of the grounds with the property owner and listening to the passion

for their project, it gave us a new respect and understanding for what they, and others across our nation, are attempting to accomplish.

This made us revisit our current property maintenance code, which did not contain provisions for managed or sustainable landscaping.
Over the following months, Adam and I conducted a number of meetings with various professionals and experts in this field to include

but not be limited to: Franklin County Water and sewer-water resource specialists; Henry Stahl Watershed Resource specialist;

Assistant Director, Kyle Wilson; Urban Conservationist, Dave Reutter; Rick Gardner (Chief Botanist) with ODNR; The Ohio Dept of

| Agriculture (for a list of noxious weeds and invasives); and Chief Jeff Johnson with ODNR Division Chief of Natural Areas and

Preserves. He has helped us tremendously in locating common-sense ordinances and best practices. Adam contacted Grandview,

Poland Village, the OSU extension, and spoke with Franklin County Health Dept and Fire chiefs about setbacks needed from homes and
waste treatment systems. |
In addition, we both contacted Numerous cities, villages, and township officials across the country who already implemented managed
landscape plans to find out how their codes have been working and what problems they have encountered. We are aware that our
Township has environmentally conscious and native plant-growing people, and we as a board wholeheartedly support this. |
By embracing the idea of natural gardens, we can further holster our community's commitment to environmental stewardship and the

|| cultivation of native plants. This approach not only allows residents to continue their eco-friendly practices but also maintains the
aesthetic and regulatory standards of our Township. I'm confident we are all dedicated to finding solutions that benefit everyone, and 1
am optimistic about the positive impact this initiative can have on our community. Our hope is to establish a mutually beneficial and
accepted practice for our Township.

In our extensive research we learned there are various things that must be considered: Size of lot and amount of area that can be
considered based on each planned district, types of plants - being careful to exclude more invasive or destructive growth, how these
areas will be contained and maintained, and how any changes made will be equitable to all of our residents and not just those who
engage in natural and native gardening.

We trustees are committed to understanding the needs and requests of our residents. That brings us to our meeting today. Please work
with us. We are requesting your input to refine our draft to develop an equitable solution for all residents of the Township while
deterring those who plan to use native gardening as a way to simply “not mow.” We are always open to exploring alternatives and
encourage and welcome our residents’ feedback. We eagerly anticipate your engagement with us on this important matter. |

Trustee Heichel explained that she has many edits she would like to make herself to the draft. She stated that she is waiting to share
those edits so that she can hear from the residents first.

‘ Trustee Shinaberry shared a similar sentiment to the other two trustees, stating that she wants to hear feedback from everyone. She
reiterated that it was just a draft that was given to her and then posted to the public. She also has edits that she wants made to the draft,
but wants to take everyone's comments into consideration.

‘ Statement by Jeff Johnson from ODNR— Jeff Johnson from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources spoke briefly on natural
landscapes and protecting and maintaining habitats for native species. He spoke on how natural landscapes in rural areas are common,
‘ but in urban and suburban areas such as Blendon Township, it is not as common. He applauded Trustee Ciamacco for reaching out to

ODNR to get more information about natural landscapes. He acknowledged the struggle of trying to find a balance and trying to
incorporate natural landscaping in the correct way.

Statement by Julie Donnan, Law Director— Julie Donnan gave procedural comments on the legal powers the Board holds in the
township. [

| Public Comment— Administrator Myers opened the floor for Public Comment. He explained that it would be slightly different than
|| the Regular Board of Trustees Meetings. There was a sign-in sheet, and anyone who wished to speak had to sign in. There was a three-
minute time limit per person, with no total time limit, so everyone was given their three minutes to speak. Administrator Myers called
people up to speak, in the order in which they signed in. He asked for respectful communication from everyone. Anyone who wished to
provide additional comments was encouraged to email pmyers@blendontwp.org.

Resolution 2025-LHR-01— Trustee Shinaberry moved to table the resolution until August 20th, which is the second scheduled reading
of the resolution. Trustee Ciamacco seconded. ) '
Discussion: Trustee Shinaberry stated that the reason she wanted to table the resolution was so that they could take all of the feedback
the Board received from residents into-consideration. She also explained that she did not create this draft and has things she wants to
change as well.

All voted yes.




Blendon Township Board of Trustees

Special Meeting

August 6 25

Announcements

Regular Board of Trustees Meeting will be August 13, 2025, at 6:30 PM (6330 S. Hempstead Rd.)

Home Rule Resolution—Second reading of draft for proposed Managed Landscape Policy will be on August 20, 2025, at 6:30 PM
(6330 S. Hempstead Rd.).

Regular Board of Trustees Meeting will be August 27, 2025, at 6:30 PM (6330 S. Hempstead Rd.)

Adjournment

Being no further business before the Board, Trustee Shinaberry moved to adjourn this meeting at 8:06 PM. The motion was seconded by
Trustee Heichel.

Discussion: Trustee Ciamacco thanked everyone for attending and for their input.

All voted yes
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