EXHIBIT A

Blendon Township Managed Natural Landscapes

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Introduction:

Many local governments in Ohio and elsewhere now allow or actively promote the use of native
plants and natural landscaping on private property. The installation and maintenance of managed
natural landscapes improves storm water retention, increases water quality, and biodiversity of
plants, birds, butterflies, and other beneficial insects and species. An owner, authorized agent, or
authorized occupant of any privately owned lands may, consistent with this Limited Home Rule
Resolution, and upon issuance of a permit, install and must maintain their managed natural
landscape.

Definitions:

Growing Season: Growing seasons will be considered from April 15" to September 15™.

Managed Natural Landscape: A planned, intentional, and maintained planting of native grasses,

wildflowers, ferns, sedges;shrubs;ortrees, including but not limited to'rain gardens, meadow
vegetation, and ornamental plants, and/or an area that has been designed or modified to mimic
natural ecosystems, often featuring native plants.and materials that promote local biodiversity .

a. Rain Gardens: Are plantings designed not only to aesthetically improve an area, but
also to reduce the amount of or moderate the rate at which stormwater and
accompanying pollutants enters the watershed.

b. Meadow Vegetation: Are herbaceous (non-woody) vegetation of grasses, rushes,
sedges and flowering broad-leaf plants that are commonly found in meadow and

prairie plant communities, excluding turf grass and noxious weeds.
c. Ornamental Plant: Are grasses, perennials, annuals, and groundcovers purposefully
planted for aesthetic reasons, excluding turf grass and noxious weeds.

Native Grass: Shall include big blue stem, little blue stem, switchgrass, Indian grass, Canda wild
rye, and any other graminoid listed on Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves’ Selected
Ohio Native Plants for Landscape and Restoration Use list.

Noxious Weeds: Any plant that has been identified as being harmful to the local natural
environment as listed in Sections 901:5-30 or 901:5-37 of the Ohio Administrative Code, same
being incorporated here by reference.
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Invasive Species: Any plant species that is not native to Ohio whose introduction causes or is
likely to cause economic or environmental harm, or harm to human health as determined by
scientific studies.

Turf Grass: Grasses such as Kentucky bluegrass, Bermuda grass, fescue, and others used in
regularly cut lawns, intended to be maintained at a height of no more than eight inches.

Right to Install and Maintain a Managed Natural Landscape:

1. Anowner, authorized agent, or authorized occupant has the right to create a managed natural
landscape provided:

a. Theannual completion of a Township sponsored training course on the proper
installation and maintenance of Managed Natural Landscapes.

b. Upon course completion, an owner or authorized occupant receives an approved
Managed Natural Landscape Permit from Blendon Township.

c. ATownship-approved sign regarding the Managed Natural Landscape shall be
displayed at all times. The sign shall adhere to the requirements contained within the
Blendon Township Zoning Resolution.

d. Anannualinspection is completed by an authorized Township affiliated individual or
organization (including, but not to, the.Ohio Department of Natural Resources). The
cost of which.shall be paid by the applicant.

Managed Natural Landscape Permit Requirements:

1. Managed Natural Landscape Permits are required in order for a Managed Natural
Landscape to be present within the Township. A permit is required if a proposed
landscape includes grasses that exceed or are expected to exceed eight (8) inches in
overall height or includes flowers and other forbs that will be grown in areas without
defined flower beds . Native flowering plants used in traditional flower beds in place of
non-native ornamental flowers which would not need a permit and are maintained in
defined flower beds are not subject to permitting.

2. Contents: The contents of the permit shall include the following:

a. The name and address of the applicant and the legal description of the property
being permitted.

b. Asite plan for the area sought to be permitted that delineates the location(s) of the
Managed Natural Landscape area. The scale of the plan should be approximately
1” =30’ and include all adjacent properties and public right-of-ways. The plan
should include both schematic views and aerial photos.
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c. Ageneral description of the proposed habitat planned (i.e. prairie, meadow,
savanna etc), a list of native plants to be incorporated, and method to convert
existing landscape to the new Managed Natural Landscape.

d. The estimated landscape transition period.

e. The plant and method of control and elimination of nhon-native and invasive
vegetation.

f. The permitis valid for the term of one (1) year and must be renewed annually.

g. Any other information as may be necessary to determine that the Managed Natural
Landscape plan will meet the Installation Standards set forth herein.

h. Anon-refundable permit fee in the amountof$__.

3. Issuance: Blendon Township shall determine the completeness of the Managed Natural
Landscape Permit Application. Blendon Township may refuse to issue a permit if:

a. The management and maintenance plan is incomplete or inconsistent with the
application requirements or installation standards of this Resolution.

b. The property is in violation of any Township rule, regulation, or other restriction,
including, but not limited to, zoning, property maintenance code, fire code, and/or
building code.

Managed Natural Landscape Installation Standards:

1. Managed Natural Landscapes shall be permitted in the front, side yard, and rear yard.

2. Managed Naturallkandscapes shallbe clearly delineated by using mulch, decorative
landscaping rock, planter wall, landscape timber, or some other material intended to be
used for landscaping to create a clear visual boundary. Using mowed area as the only
means of delineation shall not be permitted.

3. Turfgrass and noxious weeds are eliminated, and not present in the landscape.

4. Managed Natural Landscapes shall not impede or interfere with any sanitary or water
systems.

5. Managed Natural Landscapes shall not be located within zoning setbacks and right-of-
way.

6. Managed Natural Landscapes shall be based upon the following table requirements:
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MAXIMUM
SIZE OF
SET-BACK SE:;:)?’ICK MAINTAINED
FROM NATURAL
LOT SIZE PROPERTY PRIMARY AND LANDSCAPE
LINES ACCESSORY (Percentage of
STRUCTURES g
yard Space
occupied)
Equalto or
greater than 10 feet 10 feet 30%
0.15

Note: Chart reads from left to right

a. Forthe purposes of this Resolution where a primary structure is located on a corner
lot it shall be considered to have two (2) front yards.

b. Managed Natural Landscapes shall notimpede or interfere with any sanitary or water
systems, easements, or right-of-ways.

c. Naturalized landscapes shall be cut at least once annually .

d. Turf grassis.eliminated;and,the native plants, trees-and-shrubs.are planted through
transplanting or'seed by human or mechanical means. Soil erosion should be
controlled while the ground is bare of plant growth'in‘amanner that is sufficient to
inhibit erosion and is the sole responsibility of the owner or occupant.

General Provisions:

1.

Penalties. Each violation of this Limited Home Rule Resolution shall be punishable by an
unclassified civil fine in the amount of $50.00 per day, and subject to revocation of a
permit.

Low Maintenance Native Ground Cover: Low Maintenance Native Ground Cover may be

used in place of traditional turf grass lawns provided they are maintained free from
noxious weeds and at a height of no more than eight (8) inches. Installation of Low
Maintenance Native Ground Cover shall not require a Managed Natural Landscape Permit.
Nuisance Abatement: If any Managed Natural Landscape is found in violation of any these
provisions, the Blendon Township Board Trustees (the Board) may deem the property a
nuisance, pursuant to Section 505.87 of the Ohio Revised Code, and order the property

owner to remove such vegetation. Failure to remove the vegetation or to make
arrangements for removal within the allotted time period, the Board may proceed to
remove the vegetation and any assessment or cost associated with such removal and
shall be paid back to the Township or it will be added the tax duplicate as a lien against the
property.





