BLENDON TOWNSHIP POLICE LEVY ISSUE 22 IS ON
THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024, BALLOT
A MESSAGE FROM CHIEF BELFORD:

We strive every day to provide the best police
service we can at the lowest possible cost. We were able to
get 15 years of service out of radios that some other
agencies upgraded after five years, just as one example.
We treat our vehicles and equipment as if it were our
own. From management down to the individual officer, we
watch every dollar to eliminate waste and maximize output
because we know it’s your money. We only serve as your
police department as long as the residents feel that we
continue to provide excellent service... at a good value. If
Issue 22 passes, the increase in taxes to an individual
property owner would be just $S0.44 a day, per $100,000
evaluation. Five years ago, when our residents passed the
last police levy, our fiscal officer at the time said that the
additional funds would cover about five years and then we
would have to go back to the voters. He was right. Our
operational costs now require us to ask our residents if
they wish to pay a small increase to continue the high level
of service that they have been receiving from the police
department.

John C. Belford, Chief of Police
Blendon Township Police Department
6340 Hempstead Road

Westerville, Ohio 43081
614.882.8500
jbelford@blendontwp.org

ELECTRIC AND NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION ON
THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024, BALLOT
ELECTRIC AGGREGATION: ISSUE 23
NATURAL GAS AGGREGATION: ISSUE 24

Your Trustees are pleased to announce that there
will be opt-out electric and natural gas aggregation
measures on the November 5, 2024, General Election ballot
with the Sustainable Ohio Public Energy Council (SOPEC).
This aggregation program may reduce electric and
natural gas rates for residents. SOPEC offers a 100%
Renewable Energy Supply. SOPEC is a public service
organization that manages opt-out governmental energy
aggregation programs for its members. As a regional
council of governments under Chapter 167 of the Ohio
Revised Code, SOPEC members purchase electricity and
gas within Ohio’s deregulated electricity market. SOPEC is
governed by a general assembly and a Board of directors
of elected officials and representatives from its members.
SOPEC operates as a shared energy office, providing pooled
administrative, financial, and legal services required for
high-value public energy programs and projects that
support sustainable communities. There will be two
separate items on the ballot: one for gas and one for
electric. More information will be provided to residents
before the November election. You can also visit them at

https://www.sopec-oh.gov/about-sopec.

SOPEC

10TH ANNIVERSARY

2014 - 2024

INSIDE THIS EDITION:

*  Three Important General Election Ballot Issues
for Voters to Decide

*  “From the Desk of” Trustee Updates

*  Township updates and more!
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FROM THE DESK OF JAN HEICHEL, TRUSTEE
WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR IDEAS!

At Blendon Township, even the smallest acts can
significantly impact our community. We’ve always
welcomed and encouraged our residents to share their
ideas and visions for improving our township. Community
involvement is at the heart of what we do.

Thanks to your active participation, we’ve received
wonderful suggestions, such as hosting a summer concert
in the Sunbury Woods Common Area. It’s true—great minds
think alike! Please continue to share your thoughts and
ideas with us. We're just an email or phone call away. Your
input helps make Blendon Township a better place for
everyone!

BLENDON TOWNSHIP’S 2025 CALENDAR
CONTEST

Get ready! The 2025 Blendon Township calendar,
featuring stunning photographs captured by our talented
residents, is on its way to being printed. A big thank you to
everyone who participated and shared their beautiful
images.

Our staff had the pleasure of selecting the
winning photos (which was not an easy task). Their
selections will be showcased in the upcoming calendar. In
addition to these images, the calendar includes
essential township information, such as event dates,
Rumpke Waste’s collection schedule, and a helpful
telephone directory. This project is funded by the JEDZ.
We encourage all residents to start taking photos for the
2026 calendar! Submissions are accepted year-round at
JHeichel@blendontwp.org. Below is a sneak preview of
what’s coming!

FROM THE DESK OF PAT MYERS

| want to remind all residents that the best and
quickest way to get answers to your questions is to email
me directly at pmyers@blendontwp.org. While | do monitor
the official Blendon Township Facebook page, | don’t have
the resources to keep track of every neighborhood page or
group. If you have any questions related to the Township,
please visit our official page at
www.facebook.com/blendon.township.
Feel free to contact me directly with
any inquiries. Thank you!
Pat Myers, Township Administrator
(614) 671-5068

FROM THE DESK OF CATHY SHINABERRY, TRUSTEE

P> ol

Our new Service Director, Matt Newman, is not new
to the township by any means. As a lifelong resident, he has
been employed in the service department for 13 years. He
appreciates the rich history of the township and thinks it’s
truly a wonderful place to raise a family. He’s a very humble
guy but says the best thing that has happened since he
started working was being promoted to Service Director,
though he misses working with his friend, the former
director who recently retired.

The job requires many
hours, sometimes very long hours
like when plowing snow. In
addition to being responsible for
mowing our parks, he digs the
graves for Blendon Central
Cemetery and inspects and
maintains township roads and
parks for any safety issues. When he’s not working, he likes
to spend time with family (he has a beagle, brown lab, and
seven grandkids!), ride his motorcycle & ATV, go fishing, and
camping. When you see our well-groomed parks and our
snow-plowed roads, thank Matt Newman.

We are fortunate to
have Matt on our
team as Service
Director!
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FROM THE DESK OF CATHY SHINABERRY, TRUSTEE
College Scholarships Available!

The Ohio Township Association has multiple
scholarships available to High School seniors who live in a
township. This webpage has information about the
scholarships as well as the requirements and application
form: https://www.ohiotownships.org/scholarship-program.
We would love to have a Blendon Township student be a
winner this year!

Parks Update

We have great parks in our township, and | want
to make sure residents are aware that we have a 158-acre
park called the 100-Acre Woods (formerly Blendon Ravines
Metro Park), managed by Columbus and Franklin County
Metro Parks, between Little Turtle and Big Walnut Creek,
accessible from 5220 Cambria Way. The neighborhood is
in Columbus but the entire park sits in Blendon Township.
Kept and maintained more like a nature preserve, the pris-
tine and natural beauty of this park has dirt trails, ravines,

a creek, and many acres of woods (no ranger station or
restroom). First responders for the park are the Blendon
Township Police Department and the Westerville-Blendon
Township Fire Department. Both agencies have obtained
all-terrain vehicles for the purpose of rapid emergency
response into this beautiful but rugged area. The police
department vehicle is for visitor assistance, first aid, crime
prevention, law enforcement and crime scene processing.
The fire department ATV can transport medics & a patient
on a back board, and is equipped for high-ropes vertical
rescue and [limited] wildfire response. Video: https://www.

w
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We’ve also made improvements to two other parks.
Phelps Acre Park, corner of Dempsey Rd. & Hempstead Rd.,
is very level, so the playground and new ADA-compliant
swing are very accessible, especially for those with mobility
concerns.

Ridgewood Park recently had new exercise
equipment installed, and our Parks Advisory Committee
has been scheduling park cleanup days to remove invasive
growth from along the creek. Thanks to the improvements
and the superb maintenance by our service department, the
parks look fabulous!
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FROM THE DESK OF DELENA CIAMACCO, TRUSTEE
Sustainable Blendon Township...more is in our future

In 2019, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC) awarded Blendon Township as a Sustainable 2050
Community. During their training, we learned more about
how to educate employees i ‘
on how to incorporate :
environmentally friendly
practices into daily duties,
events, and the community
at large.

Over the past few
months, I’'ve had residents
approach me about natural, eco-friendly, and biodiverse
gardening in our township. We trustees are committed to
understanding the needs and requests of our residents.

To become more sustainable, eco-friendly, and biodiverse,
Adam Sears (our code compliance officer) and | have been in
discussions with numerous professionals, experts and other
townships and cities about what they have done to become
more sustainable. We are learning as much as possible to
ensure any regulations we establish will be fair to all residents.
This initiative aims to strike a delicate balance between
ensuring compliance with our regulations and listening to the
needs and desires of our residents.

NATURAL GARDEN

NATURAL GARDEN

In addition to my research and our discussions, we
have met with or spoken to many experts in this field who
include but are not limited to Grandview, OSU Ext., Franklin
Co. Water and sewer-water resource specialists: Henry Stahl
Watershed Resource Specialist, Assistant Director, Kyle Wilson,
Urban Conservationist, Dave Reutter, Rick Gardner (Chief
Botanist) with the Ohio Dept. of Natural Resources (ODNR).

Our township is home ¢
to many environmentally con-
scious residents who actively
support the growth of native
plants, and | wholeheartedly
share this commitment. By
promoting natural gardening
practices, we can further
strengthen our community’s dedication to environmental
stewardshlp and the cultivation of native plants.

NATIVE GARDEN |

This approach not only encourages eco-friendly habits but

also aligns with our township’s aesthetic and regulatory
standards. Native plants offer numerous
benefits: they are low-maintenance, provide food and
shelter for a variety of wildlife (including pollinators
and beneficial insects), and are both drought- and heat-
tolerant. Requiring minimal water, fertilizer, and pesticides,
native plants can thrive in full sun with little to no extra
irrigation.

| am confident that, together, we can find
solutions that benefit everyone, and | am optimistic
about the positive impact this initiative will have on our
community. We encourage your participation in this
important effort. Below are photos of some of Ohio’s
many beautiful native plants.

NATIVE GARDEN
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FROM THE DESK OF DELENA CIAMACCO, TRUSTEE

HELP ME FIGHT THE HIKE!

As many of you know | have been on a mission to
save our residents money on utility bills. | have met with
utility aggregators and had many discussions with Aqua,
which is our water provider for the Huber area & Sunbury
Woods communities, BUT | need your help! | need many
more of our residents who have Aqua as their primary

water provider to send me your hardship letters

along with as many bills as possible (1 year is
W | recommended). | am trying to help but | simply
cannot do this alone. | do not have enough to
move forward with a meeting. Please either email them to
me at dciamacco@blendontwp.org or drop them off at our
administrative office.

DO YOU FEEL YOUR PROPERTY TAXES ARE TOO HIGH?
MAYBE THE BELOW SUGGESTIONS CAN HELP!

How do | contest my property taxes?

- You can file an appeal with the Auditor’s Office Board of Revision.
- You can file electronically at https://bta.ohio.gov or download the
DTE form 4. The notice of appeal must be filed with both the BOR
(Board of Revisions) and the BTA (Board of Tax
Appeals) within 30 days from the date of the mailing
of the BOR decision, or the appeal will be dismissed.
- The Franklin County BOR will begin accepting tax
year 2024 complaints between November 8, 2024 -
March 31st, 2025.

- You can do this on your own or hire an attorney to represent you.

- If you have any questions, please contact the BOR at (614) 525-3913
or BOR@franklincountyohio.gov.

How do | become exempt from property taxes in Ohio?
Ohio has three types of Homestead Exemptions:
(1) senior and disabled persons,

(2) disabled veterans, and

(3) surviving spouses of public safety personnel
killed in the line of duty.

Who is eligible for the Homestead Exemption program?
The homestead exemption is a statewide program which allows
qualified senior citizens and permanently and totally disabled
homeowners to reduce their property tax burden by shielding some
of the auditor’s appraised value of their home from taxation. The
exemption takes the form of a credit on property tax bills. Those
eligible must be 65 years of age or older or be permanently or totally
N disabled, meet annual state set income requirements,
-1 and own the home where they

d live as of January 1st of the year in which they apply.

/ | hope this helps! | want to thank all the residents who
have reached out to me with various questions, comments, concerns,
and your support. We're all here to help you!

NO CURBSIDE LEAF COLLECTION

Blendon Township does not have a curbside leaf
collection. Residents are responsible for their own leaf
removal. Please do not rake your leaves to the curb or
the street, as they clog the storm sewers and create
additional problems. Rumpke services include yard waste
collection. They will pick up your leaves on your scheduled
trash removal day if you place them in trash
containers CLEARLY LABELED “YARD WASTE”
or bag them in paper waste bags (available at
lawn & garden or home improvement stores). @&

FREE BREAKFAST WITH

SANTA!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2024, 9:00 A.M. TO
11:00 A.M. AT 6330 HEMPSTEAD ROAD
WESTERVILLE, OH 43081

You are invited to the very popular Breakfast with Santa! Children
accompanied by their parents and/or grandparents are invited to a FREE
pancake breakfast with sausage, orange juice, and coffee.
Children will get to visit with Santa and receive a special treat.
Register today by calling the Blendon Senior Center. .

A A e

RESERVATIONS ARE REQUESTED ‘?&
CALL TO RESERVE: (614) 882-1260 _ =3
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME B .
S w4

A L - -5 -5 &=

HAVE YOU JOINED BLENDON TOWNSHIP’S NEW
EMAIL NOTIFICATION SYSTEM?

In today’s world of social media, misinformation
spreads quickly. To counter this, we are committed to
providing accurate and up-to-date information, striving to
be your primary source for township news.

It is easier now more than ever to stay informed
about Blendon Township happenings. We’re thrilled to
introduce our new feature for Township news, notifications,
and other updates — all delivered to your inbox.

Stay connected with Blendon Township
and be the first to know about the

latest updates in our community.
Neither the list nor the information

will be sold, give, or shared with anyone.

For your convenience, you can sign up in two ways:
e Scan the QR Code above

e Or visit www.blendontwp.org> Contact Us > Register
for Blendon Township Email Notifications
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SENIOR CENTER DIRECTOR CHAREL BOWMAN
IS RETIRING
Charel Bowman, Blendon Township Senior Center

Director, is retiring the end of November after 24 years
of working with her beloved seniors. Charel was hired in
November, 2000 as the Program Director for the center,
and became Interim Director in August, 2016, followed by
promotion to Director in January, 2017. Charel dearly loves
working with the seniors and said this has been her dream
job! She is ready, though, to begin a new chapter in her life
journey and spend more time with family and anticipates a
big adventurous trip with family in 2025. Charel has been
devoted to the center and to the members who attend its
many activities, and she has impacted the lives of many
seniors over her years with the township. We thank her for
her dedication to the Senior Center and wish her many good
years ahead in her retirement (and we hope she will still
visit to say hil!). Please join us in congratulating Charel for a
job well done and send best wishes to Charel for her retire-
ment!

SENIOR CENTER DRIVER AND FORMER TWP.
POLICE OFFICER IS RETIRING

David Lilly, current part-time Blendon Township
Senior Center driver and former Blendon Township police
officer, is retiring the end of November after 28% years of
employment with the Township. David worked as a patrol
officer from May 1981 until July of 2002. He rejoined the
township as a driver for the Senior Center in December
2016 and worked two segments of time totaling 7% years.
David is loved by the seniors and is a great asset to the
Senior Center! He is always willing to help with whatever
needs done, and his smiling face and cheery hellos will be
missed. We thank him for his many years of being a faithful
employee and wish him the best in his
years ahead!

The photograph to the right
captures Charel and Dave
enjoying one of their
all-time favorite Senior
Center themed lunches:

“A Hippy Lunch”

FROM THE DESK OF ADAM SEARS,
ZONING/CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

Zoning Code Enforcement Authority:
What It Can and Cannot Do.

Blendon Township adopted its Zoning Resolution
and Property Maintenance Code in 2013, granting the
Township the authority to establish minimum property
maintenance standards for the upkeep of businesses,
houses, yards, and vacant lots. The most common concerns
that code enforcement assists with include inoperable or
junk vehicles, recreational vehicle and trailer parking, trash
and debris, and overgrown grass, weeds, and vegetation.

While code enforcement has the ability to assist
with many property maintenance issues, it does NOT have
the authority to enforce matters outside the scope of the
Zoning Resolution and Property Maintenance Code. This
includes covenant or deed restrictions, parking violations in
the street or public right-of-way, maintenance, or removal
of trees on private property, inspecting property that isn’t
visible from the right-of-way or inspecting the interior of a
structure without signed authorized agent permission, and
the color aesthetic of structures.

The Zoning Department relies on an anonymous,
complaint-based system for all property maintenance
violations, emphasizing collaboration with property owners
to gain compliance. If you have a concern or wish to file a
complaint, you may do so by emailing
asears@blendontwp.org or by calling
(740) 816-7229. You can also stop by
in person to file a complaint Monday
through Friday, from 8:00 AM to
4:00 PM, at 6350 S. Hempstead Rd,

Westerville, OH 43081.
2024
BLENDON
BLOOMS

The 2024 Blendon Blooms contest to
reward those who give special attention
to the attractiveness of their property
has concluded.

Congratulations to this year's winners:

Best Container Garden: Cathy Mojzisik
Best Perennial Garden: Kat Bethwaite
Best Overall Landscape: Kat Bethwai

Thanks to Hoover Gardens for donating
gift cards for prizes.

= Visit our website for more information:
www.blendontwp.org > Residents >
Events & Calendar > Blendon Bl
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WINTER IS COMING: HELP KEEP OUR
STREETS CLEAR

As winter approaches, Blendon Township’s Service
Department is gearing up for snow season. Our dedicated
team will work day and night during snowstorms to keep
the streets plowed and safe. But we need your help, too!
If the snow is deep enough to require plowing, please park
your vehicles in your driveway.
And remember, when Franklin
County declares a snow
emergency, parking on the
streets is prohibited.

Thank you for helping us
keep our roads clear and safe this winter!

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
The Trustees are proud to present the following events.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS

In person 6330 Hempstead Rd, 6:30 p.m.

or live-streamed at YouTube.com/@bendontownship
There is also access to our homepage at
www.blendontwp.org.

(Wednesday’s unless otherwise noted)

6330 Hempstead Rd, 6:30 p.m.
(Wednesday’s unless otherwise noted)
October 30th

November 6th & 20th

December 4th, 18th

January 2nd (Thursday) & 15th (Wednesday)
February 12th, 26th

March 12th, 26th

Beggar’s Night
Thursday, October 31st, 6-8 PM

Election Day
November 5th

Veteran’s Day
November 11th Blendon Offices Closed

Thanksgiving
November 28th Blendon Offices Closed

Breakfast with Santa
December 7th (Flyer located on Page 5)

Christmas
December 25th Blendon Offices Closed

BLENDON TOWNSHIP’S METHODS OF
COMMUNICATION

Social Media
Blendon Township’s leadership administers the official
government Blendon Township Facebook page. This
outlet allows us to post information to residents that follow
or visit our page. There have been comments on various
other Facebook pages, whose groups were created and
are administered by residents, about a lack of interaction
by Blendon Township leadership with residents on those
pages. We use the official Blendon Township Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/@blendon.township) to deliver
information and news about the township; all other
correspondence can be accomplished using the other lines
of communication we have in place, such as:

*Blendon Township monthly email notifications (Some
updates may be more frequent). Please encourage others to
join our Email Notification List:
https://www.blendontwp.org/contact-us/register-for-
blendon-township-email-notifications

eBoard of Trustee Meetings, in person or Live-streamed
6330 Hempstead Rd.
http://YouTube.com/@blendontownship or via
www.blendontwp.org.

*Blendon Township Newsletter & other mailings: https://
www.blendontwp.org/residents/township-newsletter

*Blendon Township website: https://www.blendontwp.org

*Email, phone, and face to face if you see us out and about
or in the neighborhood.

Official Blendon Township Facebook Page:
www.facebook.com/@blendon.township

Please contact a Trustee
or the Township Administrator
if you have questions.

— BLENDON TOWNSHIP

@ Established 1815
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Trustees:

Jan Heichel, Chair
Jheichel@blendontwp.org
(614) 813-6315

Cathy Shinaberry, Vice-Chair
CShinaberry@blendontwp.org
(614) 813-0100

Delena Ciamacco, Trustee
DCiamacco@blendontwp.org
(614) 813-4879

Fiscal Officer:

Joann Bury
JBury@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Administrator:

Pat Myers
pmyers@blendontwp.org
(614) 839-2013

Service Director:

Matt Newman

6350 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
Mnewman@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-2673

Code Enforcement & Zoning Department:

Adam Sears
asears@blendontwp.org
(740) 816-7229

Administrative Assistant & Cemetery Office:

6350 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
contactus@blendontwp.org
cemetery@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270/(614) 882-2215

Police Department:

John Belford, Police Chief
6340 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
JBelford@blendontwp.org
Non-Emergency Dispatch
(614) 889-9494

Office (614) 882-8500

Senior Center:

Charel Bowman, Director
6330 S. Hempstead Rd. 43081
CBowman@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1260

Fire Department:

Brian Miller, Fire Chief
Brian.Miller@westerville.org
Emergency 911

Office (614) 901-6600
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Other Important Phone Numbers:
American Electric Power
(800) 277-2177

Aqua Ohio Inc.
(877) 987-2782 or (614) 882-6586

Columbia Gas Company
(800) 344-4077 customer service/emergency
(including gas odor emergency)

Del Co Water
(740) 548-7746
delcowater.org

Environmental Crimes Task Force of Central OH

(614) 871-5322 or www.itsacrime.org for reporting

illegal dumping of paint, oil, or other solid waste into a stream,
storm drain or any other body of water.

Franklin County Building Permits
(614) 525-3166

Franklin County Public Health:

For public health inquiries (614) 525-3160

For reporting failing Sewage Systems polluting the ground
surface or draining into waterways,

(614)525-4787 or http://myfcph.org/npdes

Report Emergency Spills:

Ohio EPA 24-Hour Hot line (800) 282-9378

Report any other water pollution to Franklin Soil &
Water Conservation District (614) 486-9613

Rumpke Waste Removal
(800) 828-8171 or (888) 786-7531
Email service concerns to: Refuse@blendontwp.org

SWACO

Permanent Household Hazardous Waste Center:
645 E. 8th Avenue Columbus, OH (614) 871-5100
WWW.SWaco.org
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