FROM THE DESK OF CATHY SHINABERRY,

S TRUSTEE

John Giamarco has been our
Service Director for 29 years,
and is now serving as Interim
Administrator as of May 25.
John and his crew do a great
job of keeping our township looking beautiful, "fixing
things", setting up/grilling/serving at our concerts in
the park, plowing snow, handling cemetery burials, and
lots of other behind-the-scenes work that most
residents don’t know about, but are vital to our small
form of government. John first got involved with the
township as a mechanic for our police cruisers at a
local shop, then joined the service department and
worked his way up to director; he has worked for
Blendon Township for 37 years! Arriving at 6:45 a.m.,
he works until 5:00 p.m_, then goes home to have dinner
with his wife, Rita. He says that zoning issues and
coordinating when we have multiple funerals on the
same day are the most challenging parts of his job(s).
A funny incident he remembers is when two cows were
running loose in the township and he had to try to
catch/corral them! £

On the personal side, | found
out he rides a big Harley, has
driven a real Nascar race car _
around a track, likes to camp and spend tlme W|th his
family, likes to travel to anywhere warm and sunny, has
a dog named Princess, likes the Yankees and the
Godfather movie, and is called “silly Pawpaw” by his
grandkids. If he had a super power, he would want to be
fast! By the way, with winter coming, he says to PLEASE
move cars off the street during snow emergencies, that
it is very difficult to plow with cars still on the street.

John does an admirable job as Service
Director, and is proving to also be a
v very capable and dedicated
3 ﬂ Administrator. He does whatever is
P/ needed to keep our township running
¥ ﬁ smoothly. Those of us who know John,

- ! love John. Thank you, John, for all you
do for the township!!!

Road and Service
-6360

FROM THE DESK OF JAN HEICHEL,

TRUSTEE:

Blendon Township was awarded a federal grant for
$814,000.00 from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).
Townships are generally considered “"non-entitlement
units of local government” for purposes of ARPA funding,
so this grant is appreciated, and we are excited to put the
funds to good use for our community. The U.S. Treasury
ARPA final ruling states that all monies are subject to
federal procurement standards, which means there are
restrictions on how we can use the funds. We are taking
reasonable due diligence steps and gathering information
to best use these ARPA funds. Currently, we are closely
looking into the following permissible expenditures:

e Eight police cruiser cameras. Quote with license plate
readers: $102,080 and $64,160 without

e Full roof replacement on our Senior Center; estimates
not yet received

e Replacement bus for our Senior Center. Dealerships
are looking for us; none have currently been located

e Upgrades to the Ridgewood Park trails

We are pleased to share that the ARPA fund grant will
allow us to not have to spend taxpayer dollars on these
much-needed items. Watch for more information on our
expenditures in another newsletter.

» Fall and Winter Events

* Blendon Blooms winners

e Scam alert from Chief Belford
e Important reminders
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FROM THE DESK OF POLICE CHIEF JOHN BELFORD:

SCAM ALERT!

Be alert for a text-based new scam. It starts when you get a text message that is obviously for someone else.
It will have some time-sensitive component that makes you want to text back to say that the message was
sent to the wrong person.

DO NOT RESPOND TO THESE MESSAGES. These messages are INTENTIONALLY NOT FOR YOU. They
will continue the conversation and are trying to create a relationship with you in order to get personal
information or monetary gain from you.

Here are a few examples but it could really be about almost anything;

SCAM TEXT EXAMPLE: “I have to go straight to Sally’s baby shower from the hospital. Mom is sick again.
Sally’s gift from all of us is on my front porch. Can you be a love and pick it up on the way? Thanks.”

SCAM TEXT EXAMPLE: “The thumb drive with the presentation is in my top drawer. | can’t make the
meeting. Good luck”

Never give credit card or bank information to someone that you do not know from life outside of phone
texts, email or social media. Never buy gift cards and give the card numbers to people like this. If you get
messages like this, do not even exchange names or other life details. It is a sad fact but scammers will use all
of your good intentions against you. When in doubt, call one of our friendly officers at the Blendon
Township Police Department at 614-889-9494. Please call us, BEFORE you send money to someone that
you only know “virtually”.

Congratulations to our 2022 winners:
Best Container Garden: Jennifer Alltop

3 J &’ L
4 ’ﬁ,ﬂk\ /‘)Lkﬂ\i&'\( 4 Best Perennial Landscape: Renee Rohrey and Bill Garling (tie)

. Best Vegetable Garden: Brandon & Amanda Chandos
2022 BLENDON BLOOMS '\(v Best Non-Flowering Garden: James Fox

CONTEST Best Flowering Landscape: George & Jean Sabol

We want to thank everyone who ,/f\ Best Overall Landscape: Brandon & Amanda Chandos

participated in this year's Bendon 44  gpacial Award for Most Improved Landscape: Tim and Leah Adkins
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B endon Township beautifu . More info
for next year's contest to come.
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Preparing for Fall & Winter: What you need to know

KEEP STORM DRAINS CLEAN!

Storm drains relocate excess
rainwater away from your property
and into ditches and waterways.
However, unlike the drains in your
home, none of that water goes for
treatment. That means contaminants
or pollutants that are put into storm
drains go directly into the streams,
rivers, and lakes around us.

The only thing that should go down
a storm drain is rainwater.

FROM THE DESK OF CHAREL BOWMAN
AND AMY ROSE, CO-DIRECTORS AT
BLENDON SENIOR CENTER:

The Senior Center offers a number of services
and activities for its members. Membership is

open to anyone 55 and older. The center has the
following holiday activities planned for November

and December:

« Thanksgiving Party * Morning Mingle Party

« Movie Matinee e Christmas Dinner

 Holiday Show » New Year's Eve Party

 Christmas Light Trip
Come check out the center and join the fun!

Our newsletter (online or at the center) has lots of

information and details!

You can help prevent your neighborhood from being
attractive to rodents & skunks. It is the responsibility
of all property owners to prevent conditions that
provide food or shelter for rodents. Please eliminate all
food sources and possible nesting places. Here are
some simple steps to keep your property rodent free:

e Keep outside cooking areas and grills clean. ~X

Always put pet food away after use. Don't

leave pet food or water bowls out overnight.

Clean under and around bird feeders. Rodents are
attracted to the fallen seeds and shells on the ground.
Use a thick plastic or metal garbage can with a tight lid.
Keep inside if possible until trash day.

Elevate woodpiles to at least one foot off the ground.
Get rid of old trucks, cars, and tires that mice, rats,
possums, squirrels, raccoons, or skunks could use as
homes.

FROM THE DESK OF JOHN GIAMARCO,
SERVICE DIRECTOR:

NO CURB-SIDE LEAF PICKUP

Blendon Township does not have curb-side leaf pickup.
Residents are responsible for their own leaf removal.
Please do not rake your leaves to the curb as they clog
the storm sewers and create additional problems.
Rumpke Services include yard waste collection. They will
pick up your leaves on your scheduled trash removal day
if you place them in trash containers CLEARLY LABELED
“YARD WASTE” or bag them in paper yard'waste bags
(available at lawn & garden or home improverﬁer}t‘

stores). -~ 3(.

BLENDON'S TEXT ALERT SERVICE

Would you like to be kept up to date with urgent Blendon Township news? Our Text Alert
Service sends pressing text notifications to our residents. To sign up for our FREE TEXT ALERTS,
text zbc64674 to 313131.Your registration information will never be sold or shared.




A MESSAGE CONCERNING RUMPKE
WASTE REMOVAL SERVICES
-

Some residents have been posting
complaints, questions, and concerns about
their Rumpke Waste Removal Services on
Facebook. In order to track performance
and address concerns, we ask all residents

to report refuse pickup problems or
compliments to refuse@blendontwp.org.

Allowing the township to report any
problems directly to our trash provider

will result in much quicker response times.
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\ FREE BREAKFAST WITH .

w  SANTA!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 2022, 9:00 A.M. TO 11:00 A.M.
AT 6330 HEMPSTEAD ROAD WESTERVILLE, OH 43081

~ You are invited to the very popular Breakfast with Santa! Children
accompanied by their parents and/or grandparents are invited to a
\ FREE pancake breakfast with sausage, orange juice, and coffee.
Children will get to visit with Santa and recelve a special treat.
‘ Register today by calling the Blendon Senior Center.

RSVP BY: NOVEMBER 25TH. RESERVATIONS ARE ,;k'
REQUIRED, CALL TO RESERVE: (614) 882-1260

FREE WITH RESERVATION

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME S =
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DID YOU KNOW?

SWACO provides FREE Household
Hazardous Waste disposal services at a
permanent drop-off location at 645 E.
8th Avenue. For more information on

acceptable and non-acceptable items

please visit www.swaco.org or call
them directly at (614) 294-1300.

OUR SNOW WARRIORS
NEED YOUR HELP!

With winter approaching,
Blendon Township’s Service
Department staff will shift gears
from their summer routines and
prepare to be dedicated snow
warriors. They work day and
night during snow storms to keep
our streets plowed. But, they
require your assistance too. If
the snow is deep enough to need
plowing, please park your cars in
your driveway. Remember, when
Franklin County declares a snow
emergency, NO parking is
allowed on the streets.

FREE sMOKE
DETECTOR
INSPECTION AND
INSTALLATION

(614) 901-6600

www.westerville.org/fire
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BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

Blendon residents registered to vote can apply for our boards and commission vacancies. These are volunteer
positions and play an essential role in our local government. To learn more and apply, visit
www.blendontwp.org. Note: The committees require only a minimal amount of time.

Currently, we have an opening for the Board of Zoning Appeals and alternate positions open for the following
boards:
e Community Improvement Corp (CIC): Review grant applications for construction projects in our
neighborhoods
e Zoning Commission: Hear applications for land use and zoning classifications, recommend legislative
actions, and review legislation, rules, and regulations.
¢ Board of Zoning Appeals: The Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) hears and decides zoning variances (e.g.,
setback encroachment) and temporary use permits primarily (e.g., sales trailer). The Board is also
responsible for the hearing and disposition of appeals from any order or decision made by a township
officer enforcing the zoning ordinance.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

The Trustees are proud to present the following events. Watch your next newsletter or visit
www.blendontwp.org for new events as they are added.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS

Board of Trustees Township meetings are every other Wednesday (unless otherwise noted) at 6:30 p.m. at
6330 Hempstead Rd.

Check www.blendontwp.org under Event Calendar for meeting dates.

e Fri. November 11 Veteran’s Day Township Offices Closed

e Tues. November 22 Board Of Trustees Meeting

e Thurs.November 24 Township Offices Closed - Thanksgiving Day
e Sat. December 3 Breakfast with Santa

e Wed. December 17 Board Of Trustees Meeting

e Wed. December 21 Board Of Trustees Meeting

e Mon. December 26 Township Offices Closed

e Wed. January 4 Board Of Trustees Meeting

e Wed. January 18 Board Of Trustees Meeting

RUMPKE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE:
Due to Thanksgiving on 11/24, trash pickup will be on Saturday 11/26.
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