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Ravine Ridge, photograph taken by Matt Allen

Blendon/Westerville Fire/Medics 
Did you know that only 6 Fire Departments out of 1134 in Ohio 
have received the top Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO) Rat-
ing? Our Blendon/Westerville Fire Department is one of them. 

The Blendon/Westerville Fire Department has received a 
Class 1 Insurance Services Office, Inc. (ISO) rating follow-
ing an evaluation and assessment of the department. ISO 
rates fire departments/districts on a 10-point scale, with 
Class 1 being the best rating and Class 10 being the worst. 
The rating became effective on September 1st, 2021.

Blendon’s Report Card 
Your current Board of Trustees conducted a Resident Sur-
vey to see if they met the resident’s expectations. Here is 
a snapshot of the our last survey’s results. 

	 FIRE/EMS DEPARTMENT	 A+ 
	 POLICE DEPARTMENT		 A+ 
	 SENIOR CENTER 		  A+ 
	 PARKS				    A+ 
	 CEMETARY			   A+ 
	 SNOW REMOVAL		  A 
	 TRASH COLLECTION		  B+

Blendon’s Joint Economic Development Zone 
Did you know that your Trustees have upgraded Blendon 
Township significantly since 2012?  The Trustees created 
the JEDZ with the voters’ approval. Millions of dollars have 
been directed into Blendon Township and spent on our 
community, improving roads, parks, neighborhoods, our 
Rt.3 corridor, sidewalks, lighting, and more! Most impor-
tantly, your current Trustees have brought these improve-
ments without an increase in property taxes. 

Blendon Is a Limited Home-Rule Township 
The State Law authorizes Ohio Townships to operate un-
der a basic form of government and perform various func-
tions.  Blendon Township is only 1 of 30 limited home-rule 
townships in Ohio, out of 1308 townships. Your Trustees 
and voters created this status in 2012. 

Blendon Township Police 
Your Police Department is in full compliance with the State 
of Ohio, Office of Criminal Justice Services, & Ohio Collab-
orative Community-Police Advisory Board. They are com-
plaint in every standard in all four group categories, 100% 
across the board. The Collaborative certifies law enforce-
ment in the following group categories:
 
Group 1: Use of Force, & 

Recruitment & Hiring 
Group 2: Community 

Engagement & Body-worn 
Cameras 

Group 3: Bias-Free Policing, 
Investigation of Employe

Group 4: Vehicle Pursuits, Misconduct, & Telecommunications 

Did You Know? 

Township Building Update

The existing Township buildings have reached the point where temporary repairs are no longer feasible. For the 
last two years your Trustees have been exploring different options. Currently the high prices of labor and building 
materials has pushed the projected costs above what was considered affordable. Options of cost reductions are 
being reviewed. More details will be shared when a feasible solution is created.

Photograph taken by Luis Gutierrez 



What to do in a Snow Emergency 

Our “Snow Warriors” are committed to doing the best job 
possible for our residents. They work day and night during 
snowstorms to keep our streets plowed. However, they need 
every resident’s assistance to be able to do their job properly. 
If the snow is deep enough to require plowing, please park 
your cars in your driveway. Remember, when Franklin Coun-
ty declares a snow emergency, there is NO parking allowed 
on the streets until our snowplows have cleared your street. 
Thank you for doing your part to keep our streets clear.  

The photograph below (from left to right) shows  
Blendon’s Snow Warriors; Branch Wayt, John Giamarco, 

Conner Woodford, and Matt Newman. 
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Santa and Friends Holiday Drive Through 

Santa is coming to Blendon Township’s Senior Center and 
wants to see you…... in your car! Santa will have a short vis-
it with each vehicle, giving the children the opportunity to 
share their wish list and receive a goodie bag for being on 
the nice list. Santa will also pose next to your car for a pic-
ture taken by the Townships photographer and shared with 
you on our Facebook. Festive outfits, hats, and car decora-
tions are welcome to help get into the holiday spirit! 

Participants must always remain in their vehicles, and we 
ask that everyone stay masked during their visit with San-
ta, except when taking your picture. Santa will be showing 
off his special Santa mask made by the elves at the North 
Pole! Our Drive-Thru Visit with Santa is a perfect opportu-
nity to see Santa this season in a safe manner. 

Important Dates to Remember
Board of Trustee Meetings  
6330 Hempstead Road, 6:30 p.m. (Wednesday’s unless 
otherwise noted) 
October 27th  
November 10th, Tues. Nov 23rd 
December 8th, 22nd,  
January 5th, 19th 

Beggar’s Night/Trick or Treating
Thursday, October 28th 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

Women’s Self Defense Training  
Cancelled due to COVID-19 

Free Breakfast with Santa  
Cancelled due to COVID-19 

Santa and Friends Holiday Drive Through 
Dec. 4th, 2021 10:00 am-12:00 pm 
Blendon Township Senior Center 
6330 S. Hepstead Road
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A Message from the Trustees

Another Federal Grant has become available for Blendon res-
idents that are still financially impacted due to the pandemic. 
Although the world slowed down over the last 20 months, 
your Trustees were busy working with the challenges created 
by COVID-19. One of our priorities was to obtain COVID-19 
funding and distribute it to those citizens severely impacted 
by the pandemic. Last year, we funded grant requests of over 
a quarter of a million dollars to our residents in need.  

We are pleased to inform you that we have a new Federal 
Grant program available for Blendon residents. The grant 
terms are somewhat different from the previous grant. This 
one is designated to help residents get caught up from their 
loss of wages due to the pandemic. Residents must provide 
their proof of loss of income due to the pandemic and cur-
rent past due bills. It offers up to $2500 per household.  

Apply at www.blendontwp.org, see the “Residents” page, 
see “COVID-19 Assistance”, see “Apply.” This grant ex-
pires on December 31, 2021.   

Stew Flaherty, Jan Heichel, Jim Welch
and Fiscal Officer Shawn Smith

Trick or Treating Safely

Thursday, Oct 28th 6-8pm. While some parents are pre-
paring safe trick-or-treating routes for their children, oth-
ers are conflicted on whether they should let them go at 
all. The common question us “Will Trick or Treating be 
canceled due to COVID-19?” This answer depends on each 
house and family. Individual families will decide if they will 
participate or not. Here are a few trick or treating safety 
tips during our pandemic: 

Trick-or-Treat Best Practices for residents (candy 
givers) are: 

•	 If you or someone at your home are sick, DO 
NOT hand out treats. 

•	 Wear a face mask that covers BOTH your 
mouth and nose when greeting Trick or Treat     
participants. 

•	 Homeowners should make treats available by 
setting them on a table or tray outside instead of 
handing treats out individually. Avoid in-person 
contact.

Keep Storm Drains Clean  

Storm drains relocate excess rainwater away from your prop-
erty and into ditches and waterways. However, unlike the 
drains in your home, none of that water goes for treatment. 
That means contaminants or pollutants that are put into storm 
drains go directly into the streams, rivers, and lakes around us. 
The only thing that should go down a storm drain is rainwater. 
This fall and winter, please keep an eye on your storm drains 
and make sure they are free of leaves and debris. If the drains 
get clogged, the neighborhood streets could flood.

Leaf and Yard Waste Information 

Blendon Township does not have curbside leaf collection. 
Please do not rake your leaves to the curb as they clog the 
storm sewers and create additional problems. Residents 
are responsible for raking and collecting their own leaves. 
Rumpke will pick up your leaves on your scheduled trash re-
moval day if you place them in trash containers CLEARLY LA-
BELED “YARD WASTE” or bag them in paper yard waste bags 
(available at garden or home improvement stores).  FREE 
Yard Waste stickers are available at our administrative office.  

@blendon.township

Blendon Township@blendontownship

@blendontownship

Follow Us!



BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Jim Welch, Chairman
Jim.Welch@blendontwp.org
(614) 306-8080

Jan Heichel, Vice Chairman
JHeichel@blendontwp.org
(614) 214-6786

Stew Flaherty, Trustee
SFlaherty@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Fiscal Officer, Shawn Smith
SSmith@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Administrator:
Bryan Rhoads
Bryan.Rhoads@blendontwp.org
(614) 839-2013

Blendon Township Office
(614) 882-1270 (admin)
(614) 423-6836 (zoning)

Cemetery Office:	
(614) 882-2215

Road/Service Department:
John Giamarco, Service Director
JGiamarco@blendontwp.org

Senior Center:
Charel Bowman, Director
CBowman@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1260

Blendon Twp. Code 
Enforcement:
Branch Wayt, Property 
Maintenance Inspector
BWayt@blendontwp.org
 
Police Department:
John Belford, Police Chief
JBelford@blendontwp.org	
Emergency 911 
Dispatcher (614) 889-9494 
Office (614) 882-8500 

Report Emergency Spills: 
Ohio EPA 24-Hour Hot line (800) 282- 9378
Report any other water pollution to Franklin 
Soil & Water Conservation District	
(614) 486-9613

American Electric Power
(800) 277-2177

Aqua Ohio Water Company
(877) 987-2782 or (614) 882-6586

Del-Co Water Company
Emergency/Customer Service:
(740) 548-7746
(800) 521-6779

SWACO
Permanent Household Hazardous Waste 
Center: 645 E. 8th Ave. Columbus, OH 
(614) 871-5100  www.swaco.org

Franklin County Public Health:
For public health inquiries (614) 525-3160 
For reporting failing Sewage Systems polluting 
the ground surface or draining into waterways, 
(614) 525-4787 or http://myfcph.org/npdes 

Fire Department:
Brian Miller, Fire Chief 
Brian.Miller@westerville.org
Emergency 911 
Office (614) 901-6600

Other Important Phone Numbers:

Columbia Gas Company
(800) 344-4077 customer service/
emergency (including gas odor emergency)

Rumpke Waste Removal
(800) 828-8171 customer service
Email for service concerns can be sent to:  
Refuse@blendontwp.org

Franklin County Building Permits
(614) 525-3166

Central OH Environmental Crimes Task 
Force 
(614) 871-5322 or www.itsacrime.org for 
reporting illegal dumping of paint, oil, or 
other  solid waste into a stream, storm drain 
or any  other body of water. 
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