A Message From Trustee
Stew Flaherty

We are now past the first-year anniversary of COVID-19
appearing in the United States. It has been a year like
no other in our history. The disruptions to our normal
daily lives have been way beyond anything imaginable.
Through the pandemic your trustees and township
staff have been trying to keep things as normal as
possible. We have replaced cancelled programs like
our concerts with other things for the residents like free
ice cream trucks, or a virtual Memorial Day celebration.
What’s even more impressive has been the actions of
our citizens working together to help each other and
to establish a “new normal” in our neighborhoods. The
food trucks in Sunbury Woods are an excellent example.
But the most moving acts we encountered were the
residents we talked with who qualified for assistance
and told us they didn’t need the maximum amount. As
one gentleman told me, “I'm doing OK. | just need a little
help. | know there are people out there far worse off.
Since the money is limited, please give it to them.” This
story was repeated again and again. It epitomizes the
character of our residents. I'm proud to serve in such a
wonderful community.

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE

On February 27th, Governor DeWine provided Ohioans
ith an update regarding the pandemic.
He reported that Ohio is cautiously moving forward
owards opening up again. His decision was based
on the decreased daily numbers of the Coronavirus in
Ohio. The CDC believes with the vaccinations already
given along with a shipment expected the second week
of March for 310,000 first shot doses; this will hopefully
put Ohio in a much better place.

hile this is very encouraging, there are still reasons
0 remain cautious. Many federal government reports
suggest wearing double face masks to help protect
us from new variants of the Coronavirus that have
been reported. Blendon Township continues to follo
best practices to keep you safe from COVID-19. We
ollow all directives from the Ohio Department of
Health, the Franklin County Department of Health,
and the Governor’s Office. We have adopted all the
recommended protocols. Please visit www. blendontwp.
org for updates.

Free Ice Cream & More Planned for
the Weeks & Months Ahead

COVID-19 has restricted us from hosting our usual
community gatherings. It has triggered a range of
emotional, physical, and economic issues for everyone.
Safety and your well-being are everyone’s top priorities.
Your Blendon Trustees will do everything possible to
help.

We are uncertain at the time of this writing what our
community event schedule will be. Last summer, we hired
ice cream trucks to visit our two largest neighborhoods.
Free ice cream with whip cream, rich toppings, and
endless sprinkles was offered to everyone. We will
host this again. Watch for more information in our next
newsletter, website, and on Facebook.
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Carbon Monoxide Poisoning
Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless gas that often

goes undetected, and striking victims caught off guard or
in their sleep.

Winter can be a prime time for carbon monoxide
poisoning. The National Safety Council recommends
that everyone has a battery-operated or battery-backup
carbon monoxide detector in the hallway near each
separate sleeping area in your home. Check or replace
the battery when you change your clocks each spring
and fall and replace the detector every five years.

Here are some valuable safety tips:

* Have your furnace, water heater, and any other gas
appliances serviced by a qualified technician every
year.

* Do not use portable flameless chemical heaters
indoors.

* Have your chimney checked and cleaned every year.

* Never use a gas oven for heating your home.

* Never use a generator inside your home, basement,
or garage or less than 20 feet from any window,
door, or vent. Fatal levels of carbon monoxide can be
produced in minutes, even if doors and windows are
open.

» Neverrun a carin a garage attached to a house unless
the overhead garage door is completely opened.

Winter is a perfect time to check your home’s exhaust
vents for your furnace, water heater, and any other
appliances. If they become blocked by snow, they can
cause deadly carbon monoxide to build up in your home.

Service Director

Our Snow Warriors Need Your Help!

The photograph above (from left to right) shows Branch
Wayt, John Giamarco, and Matt Newman.

March is here, and hopefully, most of our snowfalls are
behind us. However, it is still possible. Blendon Township
has dedicated “snow warriors,” and safety is their main
priority. They appreciate the many Facebook posts,
letters, and emails of appreciation.

Please remember, if the snow is deep enough to require
plowing, we ask you to park your cars in your driveway.
When Franklin County declares a snow emergency, there
is NO parking allowed on the streets.

Keep snow and ice
5 feet away from fire
hydrants.

In case of fire, firefighters
need to be able to get to
hydrants quickly to protect
people and property.

If you have a fire hydrant near your property, please help
clear a path from the hydrant into the street. Also, clear
a margin of about five feet all around the hydrant, so
firefighters have enough room to work.

Visit our website at www.blendontwp.org for COVID-19 Updates




A Message From RUMPKE:
Your Recycling Bin Just Got Tubby!

Rumpke is now accepting yogurt containers, butter tubs,
and fruit cups. Did you know that more than half of all your
trash is recyclable? Rumpke is committed to recycling
even more. We are pleased to add tub recycling! Plastic
bottles and jugs and now other containers such as butter,
sour cream, and cottage cheese tubs as well as yogurt
and fruit cups are now acceptable in Rumpke’s curbside
and drop box programs.

The addition of tubs is made possible with a grant from
The Recycling Partnership. The funding helps Rumpke
add nearly $2 million in new sorting to extract these
containers for recycling better.

So, yogurt lovers rejoice! It's time to toss those tubs in
your bin. Check out the information below to learn more
about all the materials you can recycle through your
Rumpke recycling program!
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CARES Act tate Program

Additional Funds Available for Blendon Residents:

Last spring, Governor DeWine announced that Ohio
was awarded The Federal CARES Act Funding for local
governments. The CARES Act Funding provided fast
and direct financial relief for families that lost wages due
to the pandemic. Our Township Administration promptly
went to work to acquire a portion of this grant. Trustees
Heichel and Flaherty, as well as the administrative staff,
worked long hours and provided relief for rent, mortgage,
and utilities to our qualifying households and were able to
provide payments of over $270,000 for Blendon families!
This program expired on December 31st, 2020.

Ohio has recently made available additional resources
for families that suffered a loss of wages due to
COVID-19. Residents can receive this funding if they
have a financial need, even if they received assistance
previously. This program offers help with rent, mortgage,
and utility bills. For more information or to apply, please
go to this Home Grant Relief link: https://businesshelp.
ohio.gov/home-relief-grant.html. If you or anyone you
know are still in need of assistance, we encourage you
to apply. This program expires on December 31st, 2021
or until the funds are spent.

Stormwater News
It is illegal to dispose of, dump, or drain any substance
except stormwater into the storm drainage system. This
system includes streets, ditches, catch basins, yard
inlets, lakes, and streams. Do not pour paint into or
change oil/antifreeze near any storm drainage structure.
Do not blow grass clippings into the street as this will
also clog storm drains.

We are committed to
keeping the environment
clean and reducing water
pollution. If you see
unlawful disposals, please
contact our  Township
Service Director, John
Giamarco, at JGiamarco@
blendontwp.org, or contact
our Code Enforcement
Officer, Branch Wayt, at
BWayt@blendontwp.org.
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From the Desk of Police Chief
John Belford
There has been a significant spike in juvenile crime
during January and February 2021 in Franklin County
and Blendon Township. Most troubling is an increase in
the theft of vehicles left running and unattended, the theft

of property from unlocked vehicles, and assaults/purse-
snatchings.

Much of this crime has been committed by loosely
organized groups of teenagers, both male and female.
A county-wide law enforcement task force named
Operation Game Over, has been working on these
cases. The Blendon Township Police Department is part
of that task force.

There are four things that our residents can do that
will greatly decrease the number and severity of these
crimes:

1. Do not leave your vehicle running and unattended.
It takes only seconds for thieves to jump into your
vehicle and make a quick getaway. The juveniles
then use these stolen cars to commit other crimes.

2. Do not leave valuables in your vehicle.

3. Be aware of your surroundings at all times. Most
victims of these purse-snatchings have been women
who were by themselves. Most incidents have
happened in gas station or retail business parking
lots. Many of the women have been assaulted and
some seriously injured.

4. Report any suspicious behavior to the local police
IMMEDIATELY. In Blendon Township, call our
police dispatcher at 614.889.9494. Do not approach
suspected thieves and do not confront them. Try to
give a good description to the police dispatcher and
let the police make contact with them.

There are several security video photos of these suspects
circulating on social media, specifically on the Columbus
Police Facebook Page:
https://lwww.facebook.com/ColumbusPolice

ANNOUNCING BLENDON'S
SNOWMAN & SNOW ART CONTEST!

Starts with our next packing snowfall & ends March 31st
Win A Pizza Party (Gift Cards)

= Show off your creativity with a family-friendly snowman or snow art!
= Multiple winners will be chosen over the next few weeks.

= Email a picture of your snowman or snow art, including the creative builders to
Jan at jheichel@blendontwp.org.

= Photographs will be posted on Blendon’s Facebook page.

= Winners will be chosen by popular vote.

Congratulations to our February winners! They enjoyed
a home pizza party on the date of their choosing.
Congratulations Kendra Blackwood, Cheri Gray,
Christian Fravel, Nicole & Mindy Wilkinson, and Drew &
Jessica Metzger.

“‘ W
Kendra Blackwood

Visit our website at www.blendontwp.org for COVID-19 Updates




Please visit www.blendontwp.org/government/event-
calendar for complete details on each event. Due to
COVID-19 or other unforeseen occurrences some of our
events may need to be postponed or canceled.

Board of Trustee Meetings

At this time, all Trustee meetings continue to be via
Zoom/audio teleconference. The public can access these
meetings at 6:30 p.m. by calling: 1-646-558-8656
https://zoom.us/j/538584773

Meeting ID: 538 584 773

March 17" and 31¢
April 14" and 28"
May 12" and 26"

Free Breakfast with the Easter Bunny & Egg Hunt
March 27" - canceled

Senior’s Giant Garage & Bake Sale
April 9"and 10" - canceled

Community Clean-Up Days

Blendon Twp Complex, 6330 Hempstead Road

Free Dumpster Use and Tire & Electronic Disposal
Friday, April 23", 7:00 am to 3:00 pm

Saturday, April 24", 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Sunday, April 25", 8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Please visit www.blendontwp.org for acceptable and
unacceptable materials/items.

Free Safe Medication Disposal
Saturday, April 24", 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Please no needles, sharps, or liquids
Blendon Twp Government Complex
6330 S Hempstead Road

Document Shredding

Saturday, April 24", 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Blendon Twp Government Complex
6330 S Hempstead Road

Hoover Dam

Important Dates
Wilder Elementary School Pioneer Run & Pancake Fun
Saturday, May or June TBD

Memorial Day Celebration

Monday, May 31%, 11:00 am

Free “Old-Fashion Picnic” following the ceremony in our
Senior Center TBD

W.A.R.M. Summer Lunch Club
Ridgewood Park
Monday-Friday, June 1%t to August 7" TBD

Free Summer Concerts Ridgewood Park
Saturday, June 12

Saturday, July 17t

Saturday, August 14

All TBD

.. NO CRT TV's or MONITORS
No Projection TV's
For Assstance Call/Text: (6141397-4122

e

Blendon Township offers a free electronics recycling drop
off available 24/7. The drop off is located in the Blendon
Township Government Complex at 6350 S Hempstead
Road. The drop off is located in the back of the parking
lot adjacent to the Senior Center carport. No large TV’s
allowed. Call 614-397-4722 for assistance.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Jim Welch, Chairman
Jim.Welch@blendontwp.org
(614) 306-8080

Jan Heichel, Vice Chairman
JHeichel@blendontwp.org
(614) 214-6786

Stew Flaherty, Trustee
SFlaherty@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Fiscal Officer, Shawn Smith
SSmith@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Fire Department: Report Emergency Spills:
Administrator: Brian Miller, Fire Chief Ohio EPA 24-Hour Hot line (800) 282- 9378
Bryan Rhoads Brian.Miller@westerville.org Report any other water pollution to Franklin
Bryan.Rhoads@blendontwp.org Emergency 911 Soil & Water Conservation District
(614) 839-2013 Office (614) 901-6600 (614) 486-9613

Blendon Township Office . . .
(614) 882-1270 (admin) Other Important Phone Numbers: American Electric Power

(614) 423-6836 (zoning) ) (800) 277-2177
Columbia Gas Company

Cemetery Administrator (800) 344-4077 customer service/ Aqua Ohio Water Company
Linda Harter emergency (including gas odor emergency) (877) 987-2782 or (614) 882-6586
LHarter@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-2215 Rumpke Waste Removal Del-Co Water Company
(800) 828-8171 customer service Emergency/Customer Service:

Road/Service Department: Email for service concerns can be sentto;  (740) 548-7746
John Giamarco, Service Director  Refuse@blendontwp.org (800) 521-6779
JGiamarco@blendontwp.org

i Franklin County Building Permits SWACO
Senior Center: (614) 525-3166 Permanent Household Hazardous Waste
Charel Bowman, Director Center: 645 E. 8th Ave. Columbus, OH
CBowman@blendontwp.org Central OH Environmental Crimes Task  (614) 871-5100 www.swaco.org
(614) 882-1260 Force
Blendon Twp. Code (614) 871-5322 or www.itsacrime.org for ~ Franklin County Public Health:
Enforcement: reporting illegal dumping of paint, oil, or For public health inquiries (614) 525-3160
Branch Wayt, Property other solid waste into a stream, storm drain  For reporting failing Sewage Systems polluting
Maintenance Inspector or any other body of water. the ground surface or draining into waterways,
BWayt@blendontwp.org (614) 525-4787 or http://myfcph.org/npdes

Police Department:

John Belford, Police Chief
JBelford@blendontwp.org
Emergency 911
Dispatcher (614) 889-9494
Office (614) 882-8500

Visit our website at www.blendontwp.org for COVID-19 Updates




