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         Blendon Township Board of Trustees    
   

 

May 13,  2020 

 
                                       

  
 

Roll Call:  Mrs. Heichel, here; Mr. Flaherty, here; Mr. Smith, here; Mr. Welch, here. 

Administrator Rhoads, Chief Miller, and Chief Belford were also in attendance.  

 

The regular meeting of the Blendon Township Board of Trustees was called to order 

at 6:30pm by conference call. The conference call number was listed on the township 

website so any residents could join in on the conversation.  
 

New Business 

 

1. April 29 Minutes- Mr. Flaherty asked if the board was able to review the minutes 

for April 15, 2020. Mr. Welch moved to approve the minutes and waive the 

formal reading. Mrs. Heichel seconded. All voted yes.  

2. Communications- Mr. Smith advised he received communications about Senate 

Bill 310 which provides funding for COVID expenses.  

3. Resolution 2020-03- Mr. Smith requested this resolution so the township can 

request a weekly advance on our property tax collections.  Mr. Welch moved to 

approve. Mrs. Heichel seconded. Mrs. Heichel, yes. Mr. Welch, yes. Mr. Flaherty, 

yes. 

4. Multi-Purpose Facility- Mr. Flaherty advised the board that we have several 

outdated buildings and staff has been mulling over ideas over the past year. The 

police department building is outdated and not structured correctly to 

accommodate both male and female officers. The senior center is outdated, and 

the layout is insufficient. The administration building is also busting at the seams 

due to the building and zoning department. The most recent discussion among the 

group is to look at the possibility of demolishing the senior center and police 

building and pursue a multi-purpose building in its place which will house police, 

administration, and a senior center/community center. The township has adequate 

cash on hand for the project and with interest rates near zero, and construction 

costs declining, this may be the best time to study possibilities. All trustees agreed 

to continue researching this project. The first step will be conceptual drawings 

and then the firm will create a proposal for the actual drawings should the board 

want to proceed. 

5. NU-01-20- Mr. Rhoads advised this nuisance resolution is for 4215 Bitterroot 

Drive. The house is currently vacant and under foreclosure. This resolution allows 

for abatement of high grass/weeds and trash. Mr. Welch moved to approve. Mrs. 

Heichel seconded. Mrs. Heichel, yes. Mr. Welch, yes. Mr. Flaherty, yes. 
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Blendon Township Board of Trustees    
   

 

May 13,  2020 

 

Old Business 

 

1. COVID-19 Update – Mr. Rhoads updated the board about daily conference calls. All 

employees are healthy and safe. Staff continues to use best practices to keep clean 

and distance. Chief Belford advised that he police employees are all healthy. One 

officer was tested for COVID-19 due a family member being sick, but that officer 

was found to be negative. As retail is opening back up, police operations are phasing 

back to normal operations. Traffic enforcement will increase for safety related 

violations. Chief Miller advised all fire/ems operations are steady. They are seeing a 

slight uptick in EMS calls and they are seeing several COVID-19 patients.  

2. Summer Concerts- Mr. Flaherty suggested the board should cancel all three concerts 

for the year. The board will work to figure out other innovative ways to help the 

community and provide entertainment. Mr. Flaherty moved to cancel the concerts and 

have a report by the next meeting on some possibilities for the car show. Mr. Welch 

seconded. All voted yes. 

 

Director/Staff Updates- Mr. Welch would like to see if the senior center could possibly 

cook lunches and the seniors could drive through to pick up the food. Mr. Rhoads will talk 

with the senior center about options and report back. Mr. Smith also wanted to express 

condolences for the family of the tragic accident on SR161 recently. Chief Belford advised 

he is talking with ODOT and will continue to report back to the board.  

 

Open Floor- Mrs. Sharon Ricker, 5561 Oslo Drive- Mrs. Ricker wanted to know when in-

person public meetings will come back. Mr. Flaherty believes it will be in June. Mrs. Ricker 

also asked about the potential new building, and what the potential costs may be. Mr. 

Flaherty advised we do not have any rough estimates yet because we are in the beginning 

stages. The board is not looking at increasing taxes or asking the public for additional funds.  

Mrs. Carolyn Cordray, 3734 Caracas Drive- The HRAA was on the calendar for the plant 

sway this Saturday, but they ended up going to a virtual swap. Mrs. Cordray was curious if 

the park is available for booking. Mr. Rhoads advised we have canceled any reservations at 

the park. The park is open to enjoy, but we are not taking reservations. The playground 

equipment is off limits until we have further direction about sanitation from the Governor. 

 

Bills- Mr. Welch motioned to pay the bills. Mrs. Heichel seconded. All voted yes.     

 

Being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm.  

 

Approved by: ___________________                                              

Shawn Smith, Fiscal Officer 

 

Approved by:____________________ 

Stew Flaherty, Chairman 
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