BLENDON TOWNSHIP SUMMER
& FALL NEWSLETTER 2020

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, Stay Home

These are very familiar words. Living through this
pandemic is something we didn’t see coming, and none
of us have ever lived through before. The Coronavirus
has loomed over the world. We have all learned how
to adjust to the self-quarantine orders and other on-
going changes. Our lives have changed forever as the
Coronavirus numbers of confirmed cases continue to
climb along with the death tolls.

We don’t know what the future holds for our schools,
business, and more. Our impending scheduled
community events are at risk of being changed too. The
schedule will be determined as we monitor the Federal
and State Government decisions. We ask that you visit
our website at www.blendontwp.org for any changes
in Blendon Township until the danger of contracting the
Coronavirus disease has passed.

This newsletter is mainly about the changes and
challenges we are all facing as we protect ourselves and
our families from the Coronavirus pandemic. Throughout
this publication you will see some pictures of your
quarantined homeschooling, social distancing, and the
new standard of daily routines.

Stew Flaherty, Jan Heichel, Jim Welch, and
Fiscal Officer, Shawn Smith

Sidewalk Maintenance Plan

We wrote about our Sidewalk Maintenance Plan in our
spring newsletter. The newsletter was printed and mailed
before the Coronavirus pandemic existed. We hope to
move forward with the sidewalk maintenance yet this
year. Updates on scheduling and payment options will
be posted on our website, www.blendontwp.org, at a

later date before we begin the concrete construction.
T — = -
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A Personal Message from the Editor

This dangerous Coronavirus has affected every one of
us in so many ways. Some adults have been able to
work from home. Some have lost their jobs, and others,
our hero’s, brave the perils going to work, and they do
this all for us. They work on the front lines, knowing the
dangers. Parents have learned about homeschooling.
Some children have anxiety from not being able to play
with their friends or have kid birthday parties. Some
children and adults are finding themselves depressed.
Grandparents don’t get to hug their grandchildren, and
many folks in nursing homes and assisted living facilities
do not understand why their loved ones have stopped
visiting.

This list is only the tip of the iceberg. This horrific disease
continues to spread, and many of us know someone that
has had to face this battle. We pray for them and grieve
from a distance.

You are keeping your family safe, no matter how difficult
the challenges may be. This disease has separated us,
but yet it has brought us closer together. | am proud of
you for the profound and challenging sacrifices you have
made. I'm honored to be a part of this community that
reaches out to help one another. | am delighted to see
the many creative ideas you have put together for your
children.

| feel sad for our graduating seniors, our fifth graders
going into middle school, and our eight graders going into
high school. | know they are missing out on significant
events and traditional ceremonies. | hope the day comes
when they all can have some form of celebration. So,
from a distance, | say congratulations to all!

| worry about all of you, and | pray for your health, safety,
and any financial struggles that you may have. | look
forward to the day when this is over. | hope to see you,
your family, and friends all together again.

Jan Heichel

Blendon Township Administrative Office (614)-882-1270 www.blendontwp.org
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Westerville Area Resource Ministry
(W.A.R.M)
Summer Lunch Club Program

The Kids Lunch Club program in
Ridgewood Park has also been
changed. For the safety of our
community, WARM has canceled
all on site enrichment activities.
'WARM will distribute meals at
the park and discourage any
congregation.

Westerville Area Kids Lunch Club

..'L.

®WARM

Blendon Blooms

This year Blendon Blooms has a different
format due to the Coronavirus. In the past
years, participants needed to register, and
they could include their front, back, and side
yards in the contest.

This year all residents are participants!
There are no entry forms or fees, and no
one will be knocking on doors or distributing
fliers. You will not know when the judges
are out, but it will be sometime in June and
July. Our Bloom’s judges will drive around
the Township looking for and photographing
flower beds and landscaping in the front
of the homes only. Exciting prizes will be
awarded to the winning homes. Prize monies
are from private donations and some from
the JEDZ Board.

We have seen many of your beautiful flowers
over the years. We encourage everyone
in Blendon Township to show off your
talents. Not only will you be beautifying your
neighborhood, but stunning landscapes also
improve property values, and you will have
the satisfaction of your job well done!

Important Township News
As we ease into Phase 1 of our Federal and State
Government recommendations, the following policies
might be adjusted. Please visit www.blendontwp.org
for any updates.

* The Blendon Senior Center is closed until further
notice. If anyone needs emergency assistance
such as food, prescriptions, etc., please call our
Director, Charel Bowman, at (614)882-1260
or our Administrative Office at (614)882-1270.

* The Service Department and Code Enforcement
crew are working; however, no “walk-ins” are
permitted. You can reach our directors via the email
address listed on the back page of this newsletter.

+ Cemetery needs are conducted via telephone,
email, and on-line.

* Police, Fire, and EMS Emergency Response: No
change. Our emergency First Responders will
continue to provide all emergency services as
in the past, without significant modification and
interruption. Call 9-1-1 for any emergencies. Police
Officers will continue to be on duty 24/7.

Visit our website at www.blendontwp.org for COVID-19 Updates




Important Dates

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE OR BE
CANCELED. Please check www.blendontwp.org
for updates.

Board of Trustee Meetings

Currently are being held via teleconference until an
undetermined date. The public can access these meetings
at 6:30 p.m. by calling:
1-646-558-8656

Meeting ID 538 584 773

May 27th | June 10th and 24th

July 8th and 22nd | August 5th and 19th
September 2nd, 16th, and 30th

October 14th and 28th | November 10th and 24th
December 9th and 23rd

Wilder Elementary School Pioneer Run & Pancake Fun
May 2nd CANCELED

This year’s run is virtual. For more information please
e-mail wilderpioneerSk@gmail.com

Mark your calendars now for next year’s Fun Run:

May 1st 2021

Senior’s Giant Garage Sale
May 8th-May 9th CANCELED
New date to be determined.

Memorial Day Celebration
May 25th, 11 a.m. CANCELED

W.A.R.M.

Monday-Friday, June 1st to August 7th
Meal pick up only.

See article in this publication for details.

Free Summer Concerts

Ridgewood Park from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 13th CANCELED
Saturday, July 18th

Senior’s Craftober Fair
Blendon Senior Center
Saturday, October 3rd
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
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Important Dates

Blendon’s Heritage Day

Saturday, August 15th

16th Annual Car Show

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Blendon Township Complex, 6330 Hempstead Rd.

Final Summer Concert

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Kids Fun: 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Free food, entertainment, and much more!
Ridgewood Park, 5484 Buenos Aires Blvd.

Blendon’s Photography Show & Contest

During this concert, be sure to vote for your favorite
images taken by your friends and neighbors.

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Ridgewood Park.

Community Clean-up Days

Blendon Complex, 6330 Hempstead Road

Free Dumpsters, Document Shredding & Tire Disposal

Friday, October 2nd, 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 3rd, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 4th, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Please visit www.blendontwp.org for acceptable and
unacceptable materials/items.

Saturday, October 3rd, Document Shredding
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Coffee with the Cops

Hoover Reservoir
Wednesday, October 7th
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Beggar's Night

Thursday, October 29th
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Free Breakfast with Santa

Blendon Senior Center
Saturday, December 5th
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Reservations are appreciated (614) 882-1260

Blendon Township Administrative Office (614)-882-1270 www.blendontwp.org
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Stew Flaherty, Chairman
SFlaherty@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Jim Welch, Vice Chairman
Jim.Welch@blendontwp.org
(614) 306-8080

Jan Heichel, Trustee
JHeichel@blendontwp.org
(614) 214-6786

Fiscal Officer, Shawn Smith
SSmith@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Administrator:

Bryan Rhoads
Bryan.Rhoads@blendontwp.org
(614) 839-2013

Blendon Township Office
(614) 882-1270 (admin)
(614) 423-6836 (zoning)

Cemetery Administrator
Linda Harter
LHarter@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-2215

Road/Service Department:
John Giamarco, Service Director
JGiamarco@blendontwp.org

Senior Center:

Charel Bowman, Director
CBowman@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1260

Blendon Twp. Code
Enforcement:

Branch Wayt, Property
Maintenance Inspector
BWayt@blendontwp.org

Police Department:

John Belford, Police Chief
JBelford@blendontwp.org
Emergency 911
Dispatcher (614) 889-9494
Office (614) 882-8500

Fire Department:

Brian Miller, Fire Chief
Brian.Miller@westerville.org
Emergency 911

Office (614) 901-6600

Other Important Phone Numbers:

Columbia Gas Company
(800) 344-4077 customer service/
emergency (including gas odor emergency)

Rumpke Waste Removal

(800) 828-8171 customer service

Email for service concerns can be sent to:
Refuse@blendontwp.org

Franklin County Building Permits
(614) 525-3166

Central OH Environmental Crimes Task
Force

(614) 871-5322 or www.itsacrime.org for
reporting illegal dumping of paint, oil, or
other solid waste into a stream, storm drain
or any other body of water.

Report Emergency Spills:

Ohio EPA 24-Hour Hot line (800) 282- 9378
Report any other water pollution to Franklin
Soil & Water Conservation District

(614) 486-9613

American Electric Power
(800) 277-2177

Aqua Ohio Water Company
(877) 987-2782 or (614) 882-6586

Del-Co Water Company
Emergency/Customer Service:
(740) 548-7746

(800) 521-6779

SWACO

Permanent Household Hazardous Waste
Center: 645 E. 8th Ave. Columbus, OH
(614) 871-5100 www.swaco.org

Franklin County Public Health:

For public health inquiries (614) 525-3160
For reporting failing Sewage Systems polluting
the ground surface or draining into waterways,
(614) 525-4787 or http://myfcph.org/npdes

Visit our website at www.blendontwp.org for COVID-19 Updates
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