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A Message From The Trustees
We are finishing our summer projects and moving directly 
into planning next year’s events and improvements. 
Your support for the JEDZ has led to additional funds 
invested into improvements in Blendon Township that 
otherwise would not have been possible. Our Westerville 
Road corridor enhancement is one of the JEDZ funded 
projects. Prior to the renovations this road was narrow, 
full of potholes, and had no lighting or sidewalks. Now we 
have been able to make substantial upgrades. We hope 
you enjoy the expanded repaved road, the added safety 
of lighted sidewalks, and the beautiful landscaping. 
JEDZ will continue to make these types of improvements 
possible for our future!

It is always a pleasure to serve you. We appreciate 
your support, feedback, and contributions to our great 
community.

Jan Heichel, Stew Flaherty, Jim Welch, and 
Fiscal Officer, Shawn Smith
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2020 Calendar

Watch your mailboxes for your 2020 Blendon Township 
calendar! All of its gorgeous photographs were taken 
within Blendon Township by our residents. We want to 
thank everyone who submitted pictures showcasing 
Blendon‘s best nature, family, and fun photography 
for this calendar and the photography contest. Below 
are some of our winning photographs for next year’s 
calendar. Your calendar is paid for by JEDZ funds and 
it provides important Township information including 
event dates, Rumpke’s waste pick up schedule, and a 
telephone directory.

We encourage you to submit photographs for our 
2021 Calendar to JHeichel@blendontwp.org. Photo 
submissions are accepted all year round! 
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A Message From Fire Chief Miller - 
Bathroom Fans Cause Fires

Chief Miller says bathroom exhaust 
fans are a silent cause of house 
fires. Over time, lint from toilet 
paper and other things used in 
your bathroom, including hairspray, 
get up into the fan. This can cause 
the motor to get bogged down and 
the blades to stop spinning, which 
causes the motor to overheat. 

“It can actually get hot enough to melt the plastic housing 
on the bottom of the fan and the cover and ignite that 
on fire. It then can drop to the floor and catch rugs, 
towels or clothes on fire or spread up into the attic. 
Many of these instances get labeled as attic fires. 
A lot of times, we can trace it back to these bathroom 
exhaust fans where the motor has seized and overheated 
and that’s what actually caused the fire. Exhaust fans are 
something I think a lot of people take for granted and 
it’s not until there’s a problem that it gets addressed.” 

The average exhaust fan should run no longer than 
20 minutes. Its lifespan is usually 10 to 15 years, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s only an older home problem. 

There are warning signs to look for: a fan that is slow to 
start, rattles, makes a humming sound, or makes no sound 
at all. If it does any of those things the bearings may have 
already locked up, which starts the overheating process. 

Chief Miller says the best way to clean a fan is to first 
turn the power off, preferably at the breaker, take the fan 
down and clean it by vacuuming it out and wiping it with 
a damp cloth to help the blades run freely. He suggests 
cleaning each fan twice a year. If your unit is more than 
15 years old have a technician come out to inspect it and 
replace it if necessary.

To the left are 
clips from a 
demonstration 
by Chief Miller. 
View full 
video on our 
website www.
blendontwp.
org

No Curbside Leaf Collection
Blendon Township does not have curbside leaf collection. 
Residents are responsible for their own leaf removal.  
Please do not rake your leaves to the curb as they clog the 
storm sewers and create additional problems.  Rumpke 
Services include yard waste collection.  They will pick 
up your leaves on your scheduled trash removal day if 
you place them in trash containers CLEARLY LABELED 
“YARD WASTE” or bag them in paper yard waste bags 
(available at garden or home improvement stores).

FREE Yard Waste stickers 
are available at our 
administrative office.

6350 S Hempstead Rd

Monday-Friday
8 a.m.- 4 p.m.

No Room for Skunks?
Many residents have reported seeing skunks. You can 
help prevent your neighborhood from being a home for 
skunks as well as other wildlife. It is the responsibility of 
all property owners to get rid of things that provide food 
or shelter for wildlife in our community. Please eliminate 
all food sources and possible nesting places. Here are 
some steps to help keep your property wildlife free:  

•	 Store trash cans inside your garage until it is time to 
put it out to be collected.

•	 Keep outside cooking areas and grills clean. 
•	 Always put pet food away after use. Do not leave pet 

food or water bowls out overnight. 
•	 Clean under and around bird feeders. Animals are 

attracted to fallen seeds on the ground.
•	 Use a sturdy garbage can with a tight lid. 
•	 Get rid of old vehicles, tires, and litter that mice, 

rats, possums, raccoons, and skunks could live in.  

If you are aware of any 
unwelcome wildlife living 
under your garage, shed, 
etc.  Please contact a 
professional removal 
company for their services.



Blendon Township Administrative Office (614)-882-1270 www.blendontwp.org

Text Alerts From Blendon Township
Stay informed through Blendon Townships FREE TEXT 
ALERTS. We send alerts for emergency situations and 
meeting/event date changes. To sign up for the alerts, 
text zbc64674 to 313131. Your registration information 
will never be sold or shared.   

@blendon.township

Blendon Township@blendontownship

@blendontownship

Follow Us!

A Friendly Reminder Regarding 
Property Maintenance

Our normal waste collection day is Friday except for 
a few holidays including New Year’s Day, Memorial 
Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, 
and Christmas. Check the Township website or your 
Township calendar for collection days. Your waste should 
be put out at the curb no earlier than the evening before 
pickup is scheduled. After the waste has been picked up, 
residents are to remove empty receptacles from the curb 
by the next morning. Anyone who is unable to retrieve 
their receptacles should make arrangements with a 
neighbor to put them at the side or rear of their home. 

Please remember the exterior property 
of every structure is to be free of any 
accumulation of rubbish. Our property 
maintenance code requires that solid 
waste/garbage must be in containers 
with secure lids. Please do not put 
garbage bags at the curb with solid 
waste in them. It encourages animals 
to tear the bags open while searching 

for food which then litters the streets and yards. If you 
put bags at the curb, you may receive a notice from our 
friendly code enforcement officer telling you to use a 
proper container. ORC 551.028). 

Keep Storm Drains Clean
Storm drains relocate excess rainwater away from your 
property and into ditches and waterways. However, 
unlike the drains in your home, none of that water goes 
for treatment. That means contaminants or pollutants 
that are put into storm drains go directly into the streams, 
rivers, and lakes around us. The only thing that should 
go down a storm drain is rainwater. Please also keep an 
eye on your storm drains and make sure they are free 
of debris. Please never use the drains as a trash can for 
your leaves or yard waste.  If the drains get clogged the 
neighborhood streets could flood. 
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2020 Census is Gearing up for the 
Count!

The US Census Bureau is gearing up for the 2020 US 
Census. The bureau is required by law to take a count 
of America’s population each decade. It provides current 
facts and figures about America’s people, places and 
economy. Results of the count are used to reapportion 
the House of Representatives by determining how 
many seats each state will get, it directs the allocation 
of federal funding, and builds accurate data for key 
business decisions and investments. Currently, the 
Census Bureau is accepting applications for a variety 
of jobs. For more information or for help applying, dial 

1-855-JOB-2020.

MARCH 2020                                   
• Census postcards sent to most homes 
• Letters sent with information regarding how to take 
the survey online
 
APRIL 2020
• Census Day
 
MAY 2020
• The Census Bureau starts visiting homes that have 
not responded
 
DECEMBER 2020
• Counts are delivered to the U.S. president.

A Message From Police Chief 
Belford - Terrorism Threat Training

Terrorism has become a sad and 
terrifying part of our lives. It is 
difficult to make sense of violent acts 
committed against innocent people. 
An active shooter, whose intention 
is to harm others, has become a 
frightening reality. The question is 
universal:  How can we be safe? 
 

Blendon police officers have received extra training in 
managing armed offenders during active shootings. The 
entire Police Department took training with the Columbus 
SWAT Team and participated in joint training exercises 
with surrounding police departments. They have taken 
FBI training for government response to active shooters. 
In addition, Police Chief John Belford continues to work 
with the Westerville Schools Safety Committee. Chief 
Belford said his police officers will continue to receive 
extra training to improve their ability to recognize when 
negotiation is no longer an option and the steps they must 
take in these situations to protect the safety of others.

Blendon’s Snow Warriors
We can’t thank our “Snow Warriors” enough for their 
commitment to do the best job possible for our residents.  
They work day and night during snow storms to keep 
our streets plowed. However, they need every residents’ 
assistance to be able to do their job properly. If the snow 
is deep enough to require plowing, please park your 
cars in your driveway. Remember, when Franklin County 
declares a snow emergency, there is NO parking allowed 
on the streets until our snow plows have cleared your 
street.

The photograph below (from left to right) shows Blendon’s 
Snow Warriors; Branch Wayt, John Giamarco, Conner 
Woodford, and Matt Newman.
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Board Of Trustees Meetings
Wednesday (unless otherwise noted)
6330 Hempstead Rd., 6:30 p.m.
November 13th | Tuesday, November 26th

December 11th | Monday, December 23rd

January 8th | 22nd 

Veteran’s Day
Monday, November 11th

Township Offices Closed

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 28th

Township Offices Closed

Free Breakfast With Santa
Saturday, December 7th

(See below)

Important Dates To Remember

Each year, the Blendon Trustees and staff donate to a 
charity for the holidays. This year, it will be Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital. A toy, game, or craft can brighten 
the day of a child who is in the hospital over the holiday 
season. Please join us by donating to Children’s Hospital 
Every Gift Matters Great Toy Drop-Off. You can bring your 
gift to any of our Blendon offices on Hempstead Road 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.

The hospital asks that all gifts be new and not wrapped. 
They cannot accept used toys or used stuffed animals due 
to allergy and infection control concerns. These include 
toys or stuffed animals that have never been played with 
but have been in a home as part of a collection. For a list 
of what is most needed and also restricted items, please 
visit www.nationwidechildrens.org > giving > donation 
wish list > gifts to buy. Please drop off your donations by 
Friday, December 20th. Thank you in advance for your 
generous consideration. 

Every Gift Matters Great Toy 
Drop-Off

Special thanks to everyone who graciously donated last 
year. Trustee Jan Heichel and Branch Wayt had the 
pleasure of delivering the toys to the hospital last year

Free Breakfast With Santa
You are invited to the very popular Breakfast with 
Santa! Children accompanied by their parents and/or 
grandparents are invited to a FREE pancake breakfast 
with sausage, orange juice, and coffee.  Children will get 
to visit with Santa and receive a special treat.  Register 
today by calling the Blendon Senior Center.

Where: 6330 Hempstead Road
Date: Saturday, December 7th, 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
RSVP by: December 5th. Reservations are required. 
Call to reserve: (614) 882-1260
Cost: FREE with reservation
Donations are welcome
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Jan Heichel, Chairman
JHeichel@blendontwp.org
(614) 214-6786

Stew Flaherty, Vice Chairman
SFlaherty@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Jim Welch, Trustee
Jim.Welch@blendontwp.org
(614) 306-8080

Fiscal Officer, Shawn Smith
SSmith@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1270

Administrator:
Bryan Rhoads
Bryan.Rhoads@blendontwp.org
(614) 839-2013

Blendon Township Office
(614) 882-1270 (admin)
(614) 423-6836 (zoning)

Cemetery Administrator
Linda Harter
LHarter@blendontwp.org	
(614) 882-2215

Road/Service Department:
John Giamarco, Service Director
JGiamarco@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-2673

Senior Center:
Charel Bowman, Director
CBowman@blendontwp.org
(614) 882-1260

Blendon Twp. Code Enforce-
ment:
Branch Wayt, Property Mainte-
nance Inspector
BWayt@blendontwp.org
Office (614) 356-9752 

Police Department:
John Belford, Police Chief
JBelford@blendontwp.org	
Emergency 911 
Dispatcher (614) 889-9494 
Office (614) 882-8500 

Report Emergency Spills: 
Ohio EPA 24-Hour Hot line (800) 282- 9378
Report any other water pollution to Franklin 
Soil & Water Conservation District	
(614) 486-9613

American Electric Power
(800) 277-2177

Aqua Ohio Water Company
(877) 987-2782 or (614) 882-6586

Del-Co Water Company
Emergency/Customer Service:
(740) 548-7746
(800) 521-6779

SWACO
Permanent Household Hazardous Waste 
Center: 645 E. 8th Ave. Columbus, OH 
(614) 871-5100  www.swaco.org

Franklin County Public Health:
For public health inquiries (614) 525-3160 
For reporting failing Sewage Systems polluting 
the ground surface or draining into waterways, 
(614) 525-4787 or http://myfcph.org/npdes 

Fire Department:
Brian Miller, Fire Chief 
Brian.Miller@westerville.org
Emergency 911 
Office (614) 901-6600

Other Important Phone Numbers:

Columbia Gas Company
(800) 344-4077 customer service/emergen-
cy 
(including gas odor emergency)

Rumpke Waste Removal
(800) 828-8171 customer service
Email for service concerns can be sent to:  
Refuse@blendontwp.org

Franklin County Building Permits
(614) 525-3166

Central OH Environmental Crimes Task 
Force 
(614) 871-5322 or www.itsacrime.org for 
reporting illegal dumping of paint, oil, or 
other  solid waste into a stream, storm drain 
or any  other body of water. 

Trustee Jan Heichel Trustee Stew Flaherty Trustee Jim Welch

BLENDON TOWNSHIP FALL NEWSLETTER 2019

Fiscal Officer 
Shawn Smith


